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Several other IMPORTANT PIECES ¹ 
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PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE. 


FROM ALL WHICH 


The CRARACT ERS of * 
That CELEBRATED LADY, 


AND OP 


Her Hus AND Sir JOHN STEWART, | 
, WILL APPEAR IN A LIGHT 
Hitherto nat ſufficiently known to the Wok D. 
The Wnol t drawn from the moſt AuTaznTic Sourcts, 
collected, arranged, and illuſtrated with NoTzs. 
* TOGETHER WITH 
An INTRODUCTORY PREFACE, 
Giving ſome Account of Lady IAN R DouvGLAs; 
Partly taken from a C48 E drawn up by 
ALEXANDER LOCKHART Edquire, 
Dean of the Faculty of ApvocaTss. 
To which are ſubjoined, 
THE DYING DECLARATIONS 


Of Lady JaxE DoverLas; Sir Joun STEwaARrT, and their 
Attendant Mrs, HeL.en Hewir, 


Which have been much inſiſted on in Behalf of | 
ArCKiBALD Dove Eſq, 


With a CooL and Canvip Inquiry how far ſuch Dicks; 
rations ſhould weigh with the rational Part of Mankind. 


This is a fury Cauſe, where ever will judge for therylelves, and 
LE ä 
Lord At Mon x's Speech an the Douglas Cauſe, 
The Characters of Parties concerned muſt in ſuch an Evidence as this. 


have ſome Weight, Lord Har- 8 Mech o on the Douglas Cauſe, 
LOND ON: 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Editors of the following very 
1 valuable collection having been at 


great pains in preparing it for the Publick, 


they hope no Bookſeller, particularly none 
of the trade in Scotland, will reprint it 
without licence. Much of the Preface and 
the Notes, and all the Inquiry, are un- 
doubted PROPERTY. 

The Editors have arranged the whole of 
this collection as LET T ERS, though ſome 
of the pieces are only Extract. They 
have alſo taken the liberty to correct the 
orthography. | 
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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE, 
GIVING SOME ACCOUNT OF 

Lady JANE DOUGLAS; 

Partly taken from a Cas drawn up by 


ALEXANDER LoCKHART Eſquire, DEAN 
| of the Faculty of ADvocaTEs. 


ADV Jaxx DovcL as, Siſter to Ar- 
3 chibald Duke of Douglas, lately de- 
ceaſed, was born the 17th March 1698 ; 
and appears to have been poſſeſſed of many 
ſingular and extraordinary qualities ; her 
figure and deportment noble, worthy of 
that race from which ſhe was ſprung ; of 
| ſtrong natural parts, improved by educa- 
tion; of an inſinuating addreſs, and en- 
gaging manners. 
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Upon the 4th of Auguſt 1746, Lady Jane 


was privately married to John Stewart, 


Eſq; commonly called Colonel John Stewart, 


from his having been long in the Swedifh 


ſervice. This gentleman afterwards became 
Sir John Stewart of Grandtully. 


As the Duke of Douglas had a prejudice 
againſt Mr. Stewart, Lady Jane went abroad, 


and concealed her marriage, till, having 


declared herſelf pregnant, ſhe wrote to the 
Duke, hoping to bring about a reconci- 
lation: H 

It is alledged, that an event ſo deſirable 
would have' been brought about, had not 


' ſome adherents of the family of Ha- 


Milton poiſoned the eat of the Duke of 
Douglas with ſuſpicions againſt the honour 
of his ſiſter. 

With what juſtice this is alledged the 
world 1s left to determine. 

Lady Jane next gave out᷑ that ſne was de- 
livered at Paris of two ſons. With theſe 
ſhe and her huſband returned to Britain; 


but 


( wi?) 
but ſo hard was their fate, (ſuppoſing them 
innocent) that the Duke of Douglas re- 
jected his nephews as ſuppoſititious chil- 
dren, and would not even ſee Lady Jane 
and them, when they preſented themſelves 
at the gate of his caſtle, 
What rendered the ſituation of this Lady 
moſt extraordinary, was, that, notwith- 
ſtanding all the reports to her diſadvantage, . 
the nobleſt in the nation regarded her to 
the laſt, and even Majeſty itſelf beſtowed 
upon her what a brother denied. 


As perhaps there never was (even in ro- 
mance) a more affecting ſtory, the world 
will no doubt be anxious to know it inti- 
mately; towards which the following let- 
ters will contribute more than volumes of 
proofs and memorials. - 

It is proper to mention, that ſuch was 
Mr. Stewart's want of oeconomy, that he 
was for ſome time within the rules. of the 
King's Bench priſon, during which period 
many of the following letters were written, 

9 They 
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They were never intended for publick 
view, having been diſcovered in a moſt pro- 
vidential manner. 
Lady Jane Douglas died on the 22d. of 
November, 1753. 
The Duke of Douglas having, after Lady 
Jane's death, married the preſent Ducheſs 
dowager, that Lady, with a noble and diſ- 
intereſted zeal, undeceived his Grace, who 
ſettled his princely eſtate on Lady Jane's 
eldeſt and only ſurviving ſon, Archibald 
Douglas, Eſq; | 
A ſuit having been raiſed to prove this 
young gentleman a ſuppoſititious child, it 
has been given againſt him in the court of 
ſeſſion in Scotland, by the caſting vote of 
the Lord Preſident. The final judgment of 
the ſupreme c@urt of Great Britain is ex- 
pected with anxiety. 
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LETTER I. 


From Lady IAN E DOUGLAS to 
| Mrs. CARS Ex. 


Hague, 18th Oct. N. S. 1746. 

My Dear Mavpan, 
Received the favour of your obliging 
letter two poſts ago, which I do aſſure 
” you was mighty acceptable; and the 
oftener you write, it will be ſo much the 
more fo. You ſay my leaving Scotland has 
caſt a gloom upon your ſpirits. Pray throw 
it off. Though ſo kind a demonſtration of 
your concern and friendſhip ; yet it gives 


me pain to imagine you ſhould ſuffer any 
the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs on the account of 


* Her maiden name was Jane Douglas, a relation : 


of the noble family. 
B any 
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any ſtep of mine, which I would not have 
made, had not my health, or rather lowneſs 
of ſpirits, required it, which I'm hopeful 1 
ſhall ſpeedily get the better of, ſo that my 
ſtay abroad ſhall not be extremely long, 
and then I pleaſe myſelf with the thoughts 
of having a happy and an agreeable meet- 
ing with my friends, and particularly with 
you, my dear Madam. And as to my ſitua- 
tion at preſent, it is as follows. On my 
arrival in this place, I made application to 
Mr. Trever, the Engliſh reſident here, for 
a paſs to take me to the waters of Bourbon, 
being informed fince I came here, that there 
is no going to Aix-la-Chapelle, (where 1 
was determined to go), becauſe of the con- 
ſtant robberies committed by the troopers 
in that quarter; and I was the more eaſily 
diverted from purſuing my firſt intention 
of going to Aix, ſince it is now in a manner 
the ſeat of war, from which fad ſcene I am 
but lately come from, and was too long too 
nigh a neighbour and ſpectator. Mr. Tre- 
ver mighty obligingly took in hand to get 
me a paſs, and wrote to Mr. Van Hoey, 
the Dutch ambaſſador at Paris, for that 
purpoſe. But ſo goes the ſtream of poli- 
tics at preſent, that inſtead of getting one, 
which he thought there could be no mighty 
difficulty in obtaining, he received a polite 
courteous letter from Mr. Van Hoey, with 

art 
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an apology of regret, that the ſituation of 
affairs were ſuch, that no paſs could be al- 
lowed to any of the Engliſh to go into 
France; which extremely ſurpriſed Mr. 
Trever, who imagined, that ladies might 
paſs freely at any juncture any where; 
and for my own part, I confeſs frankly, 
that though I am ſomewhat mortified to find 
unexpected accidents ariſe to prevent my 
little ſcheme for health's taking place; yet 
my vanity, in conſidering that the trifling 
movements of ladies is believed by two 
great and wiſe courts of ſo extraordinary 
import, that I believe my health ſhall be 
better eſtabliſhed by ſo flattering an idea, 
than it could -be by any other medicine, or 
by the uſe of the fineſt waters in the world, 

particularly my illneſs being moſtly lowneſs 
of ſpirits. What heightened them, muſt 
prove an effectual cure. But to be more 
ſerious, TI reckon I ſhall not, for all the 
mighty notice that is taken of the motions 
of the fair, ſtay a great many days longer 
here. Having met very luckily with Mr. 

Keith“, late ſecretary to Lord Stair; now 
to Lord Sandwich, at preſent at Breda, af- 


* Robert Keith, Eſquire, a deſcendant of the 
Nluſtrious family of Mariſchal, long his Britannick 
Majeſty's ambaſſador at the court of Ruſſia, now liv- 
ing in an honourable retreat near Edinburgh. 
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fairs ſometimes calls Mr. Keith to the 
Hague, and laſt Wedneſday I had the fa- 
vour of his company at dinner, and by his 
means I imagine a paſs may be obtained. 
Mr. Kcith is really a mighty pretty gentle- 
man, makes a good figure in the employ- 
ment he 1s 1n, and promiſes very fair for 
further advancements, which I truly think 
he deſerves. I am extremely concerned to 
hear Mr. Carſe is afflicted with low ſpirits. 
I ſympathiſe with him in that diſtreſs, and 
wiſhes that cou'd relieve him. And Madam 
Hewit is in tribulation about him: ſhe ſays 
ſhe never thought ſhe liked him ſo well as 
now ſhe hears he is ill: ſhe begs you both 
to accept of her compliments and beſt 
wiſhes, Keir my landlord's behaviour has 
ſhocked me a good deal ; and the more, that 
I could eaſily have prevented any imperti- 
nent demonſtration, had I not had a better 
opinion of him than it ſeems he deſerved ; 

but my greateſt uneaſineſs for his late pro- 
ceedings is, that I had allotted Drumſh. for 
an eaſy and agreeable dwelling for Peggy 
Ker, whol always had, and always ſhall have, 
a particular liking and friendſhip for. I need 


not bid you, dear Madam, ſhew kindneſs and 


friendſhip to her, ſince I know you like her, 
and ſince you know it will be doing the kind 
Gel he, thing to me. From time to time I 
all have the pleaſure to write to you, and 
even 


1 

even longer letters, tho' this is none of the 
ſhorteſt. I offer my beſt and moſt affec- 
tionate compliments to dear Mr. Carſe, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Robiſon, and to Mrs. Burnet. 
I don't deſerve the mighty compliments 
Mrs. Robiſon makes me. The one ſhe 
inakes the other lady, the fair, the young, 
the beautiful, delightful creature, is a very 
juſt one. I hear ſhe is in pretty good health 
at preſent, which will pleaſe her, as it al- 
ways does me, to have an opportuvity of 
aſſuring you, my dear Madam, that I truly 
am, with great eſteem and affection, your 
moſt bumble {ervant, 


JANE DouGLas. 
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From Lady JANE DOUGLAS ts Mrs, 
CARSE, 


Utrecht, 1oth Feb. 1747. N. S. 
My Dear Manan, 

Received your two large letters juſt be- 
fore the great froſt began here. They 
were extremely acceptable; and I count it 
a piece of my good fortune that they came 
at that time: for immediately after, it froze 
ſo hard that no packet-boat could arrive for 
{everal weeks; which may aſſure you I could 
not anſwer your letter ſo ſoon as you might 
have reaſonably expected; and which I cer- 
tainly would have done, had not that cir- 
cumitance prevented it. It is what always 
happens 1n theſe parts about the new year; 
but ſuch an exceſſive cold I never felt before: 
the year forty was warm in compariſon ; 
yet I catch no cold, I thank God; which 
was extraordinary enough, conſidering the 
rigorous ſeaſon. This place ſtands high, 
and 1s very wholeſome, which made me 
chuſe it till the ſeaſon for Aix return. I 
left the Hague only becauſe it was damp ; 
and not without a good deal of regret, hav- 
ing got ſeveral acquaintances, and ſome 
amongſt the Dutch, I found mighty well- 
| bred 


= 

bred agreeable people. I have been as lucky 
ſince I came here in meeting with a great 
many Scots and Engliſh gentlemen. They 
are indeed chiefly of the younger ſort, who 
chuſe this place for their education ; but 
they have ſo great a ſhare of good ſenſs, 
and ſo much wit, they render themſelves 
acceptable to much older people. Amongſt 
the reſt, young Lord Blantyre deſerves 
juſtly the greateſt praiſe. But I am not 
capable of drawing characters well; the 
want of which talent I mightily regret, 
ſince it deprives me of the pleaſure of do- 
ing juſtice to the moſt promiſing young 
gentleman ever I ſaw 1n my life; yet in 
my plain aukward way I ſhall tell you ſome 
of his qualifications : He has extreme good 
ſenſe, the beſt ſcholar, the greateſt appli- 
cation, a vaſt pleaſure in reading, and beſt 
taſte of books; is free of all manner of 
vice; and has the ſweeteſt temper in the 
world ; and 1n all appearance will be a 
very great honour to his country, I ſome- 
times with his mother, my old acquaintance 
Lady Blantyre, had the ſatisfaction to know 
how much her ſon has profited by being 
abroad, and what an accompliſhed young 
man he really is; but I immediately check 
myſelf for it, ſince it is certainly better that 
ſhe hears nothing of it; for the half of 
what he deſerves could not be told her, 

without 
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without her becoming too vain. I could 
alſo ſay a great many advantageous things 
of Mr. Hay and Mr. Dalrymple, who have 

a great deal of merit, excellent good ſenſe, 
mighty good ſcholars, and are both equally 
free of all vice with the other. But if I go 
on at this rate you'll grow afraid that I in- 
tend to draw the pictures of all the gentle» 
men in Utrecht: ſo ſhall have done with 
characteriſtics, only I muſt add, that Mr. 
Dalrymple“, your neighbour Sir James's 
fon, has employed his time well, and has 
lk acquired much learning of all kinds. 


ö Jam, dear Madam, 
7 Your moſt humble ſervant, 
JANE DoveLas. 
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* Now Sir David Dalrymple, judge in the court of 
ſeſſion, by the title of Lord Hailes. My Lady little 
thought, at this time, that Mr. Dalrymple ſhould one 
day fit in 9 upon her. 
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From Lady JANE to her Brother the 
| DUKE. 


DAR BroTHER, Rheims, 7th Aug. 1748. 

HOUGH not a little diſcouraged 

by your favouring me with no an- 
., ſwer to that under cover of Lord Craw- 
furd's, acquainting your Grace with my 
change of ſtate, and in whoſe favours, I 
think it my incumbent duty, as well as na- 
tural inclination, to acquaint you further 
with the happy conſequences of it, which [ 
am hopeful may be a means to replace me, 
in ſome meaſure, to the ſhare of your fa- 
vour I was once happy in, and never wil- 
ingly forfeited ; but to the contrair have 
regretted my ill fortune in that particular 
more than all the others of my more than 
ordinary croſs fate. If want of title and 
eſtate in the gentleman I have choſen ſeems 
ſurpriſing, your Grace well knows no ſub- 
ject could add to me; and a gentlemàn as 
well born as any, can take nothing off. 
Pleaſe know then, my Lord, that the 1cth 
of laſt month I was bleſſed with * boys, 


* A blot on the paper which cannot be read, It 
means vo, 
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one a promiſing child; the other, poor 
thing, ſo weak, that I fear is little to be 
reckoned on; God's will be done: the 
other my hopes centre in, and want but 
the pleaſure of your approving his having 
your name, with that of SHOLTO to the 
younger, to be happy: for, thank God, I 
have philoſophy enough not to place hap- 
pineſs on ſuperfluous riches or pomp, and 
faith enough to hope they nor I ſhall never 
want a decent competency. 

Though I have recovered health veyong 
expectation, I cannot make this letter 
long as I incline, having many things to 
lay; but am able to add no more, but that 
Mr. Stewart begs allowance of your Grace, 
to offer his humble duty in this, and that 
of being permitted to do himſelf that ho- 
nour more amply by a letter, if favoured 
by your Grace with an opportunity ; and 
that I am ever, with the ſincereſt and moſt 
reſpectful regard, 


Dear Brother, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, and 
Moſt affectionate ſiſter, 


JANE DovsL as, 
Reims en Champagne, 
mh Aug N. 8. 1748. 
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The Earl of CRAwFURD to the Duke of 
| DouvGcLASs. 


My DrAx Duke, 


AVING had the honour in my 

younger days to be fayoured with 
your Grace's friendſhip, which I have ever 
ſince flattered myſelf you have continued 
me, as I am conſcious. no relation of your 
Grace's family wiſhes it better, or prides 
himſelf more in the connexion they have 
with it; and as it has providentially been 
my fate to paſs theſe ſix laſt months con- 
fined to a place, where the irretrievable 
misfortunes it has pleaſed the Almighty to 
afflict me with, could only be rendered ſup- 
portable to me by the moſt agreeable ſociety 
of ſo deſerving people as that of your ſiſter 
Lady Jane and Mr. Stewart; and as, dur- 
ing the ſpace of time we have been toge- 
ther, I have, from à regard I have for your 
Grace's family I cannot conceal, ſo far me- 
rited my Lady Jane's confidence, as to be 
intruſted with the alteration there has hap- 
pened in her ſtate of life, as a!lo the noti- 
tying of it to your Grace, by the incloſed, 
a — that the ſame regard I have men- 
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tioned I ever ſhall have for your family, 
has even prompted me to offer, on ſꝙ im- 
portant an occaſion, recommending, with 
the greateſt earneſtneſs, all its conſequences 
to your Gracc's moſt mature deliberation 
I ſay, as my undertaking proceeds from 
the moſt warm affection to your Grace's 
family, I'm hopeful, my repreſentations 
will not only mcet with forgiveneſs, but 
with alſo their wiſh'd-for ſucceſs, in recon- 
ciling your Grace to an event, all the well- 
wiſhers of your Grace's family may have 
the greateſt reaſon. to rejoice at, as there 1s 
ſuch viſible hopes of its being attended with 
the natural conſequences ſo much longed 
tor, by all who are fond of ſeeing the fa- 
mily of Douglas multiply; and fince I have 
thus far ventured upon my dear Duke's 
goodneſs, he mult forgive me if I proceed 
a little further, and repreſent, that a ſiſter 
tenderly fond of your Grace as ſhe is, and 
in the ſituation my Lady Jane is in at pre- 
ſent, a favourable anſwer from your Grace 
is more neceſſary than may be at firſt, per- 
haps, adverted to: wherefore, allow me 
once more to intreat you will neither by 
ſilence nor indifference hazard the bad con- 
ſequences tat may follow either the one or 
the other. I can aſſure your Grace ſhe does 
great honour to her family wherever ſhe 


appcars, and 1s reſpected and beloved by all 


that 


({ 1 


that have the honour of her acquaintance. 


She certainly merits. all the affectionate 


marks of an only brother to an only ſiſter ; 
much, much does ſhe with, as well as 
others of your Grace's devoted friends, 
there had been no ſo great neceſſity for her 
changing her way of life; but ſince it has 
become 1o abſolutely neceſlary, with the 
greateſt ſubmiſſion, conſidering the variety 
of different circumſtances, I would gladly 
hope your Grace will not diſapprove of the 
perſon Lady Jane has choſe, as to be ſure 
there is none more deſerving.— But, I'm 
afraid, I ſhall incroach too long on your 
Grace's patience, fo I ſhall only add, that 
your Grace's rendering Lady Jane ſatisfied 
and happy, by a reconcihation, and ſuch 
other marks of your brotherly affection as 
ſhall ſeem proper, ſhall ever render me un- 
alterably, 


» Your Grace's 
Moft devoted relation, friend, 


and humble ſervant, 
* 
CRAWFURD. 


P. S. As your Grace may, perhaps, in- 
cline to know how things are likely to turn 
out here, I ſhall venture to add, that I'm 

afraid, 
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afraid, the enemy UI have made too great 
progrels in the 25 of Maeſtricht, before 
we, by the junction of all our troops and 
recruits, become formidable enough to in- 
terrupt their progreſs in their attempt upon 
Maeſtricht; but, I hope, we ſhall be able 
to fruſtrate all their other deſigns, and, 


perhaps, to thraſh them before the end of 
the campaign, 


(+83 


LET'TER V. 
From Lord CRAWwFURD to Colonel 
| STEWART at Rheims. 


| Dear Jonv, London, 12th Aug. 1748, O. S. 


I HAD the pleaſure of yours, juſt as my 

wound broke out again. I have been 
ſo diſtreſſed ever ſihce, that it has not been 
in my power to anſwer you, notwithſtand- 
ing, I hope both you and my Lady Jane 
will do me the juſtice to believe it is impoſ- 
ſible to congratulate you with more ſince- 
rity than I do, on my Lady Jane's ſafe de- 
livery of my two young relations. It is 
more than probable the ſame Almighty 
Providence, who ſeems to have decreed 
their coming into the world, intends alſo to 
reſerve them, or theirs, for his great ends. 
Almighty God preſerve them, and their 
valuable parents, to rear them up 1n this 
ſelfiſh world. 

I was lucky enough to receive your letter 
ſoon enough before I fell ill, ſo as to recom- 
mend my Lady Jane's affairs to the Duke of 

Argyll's care. He promiſed me he would talk 
to my Lord Milton, in relation to bringing 
the Duke of Douglas to a way of thinking 
of the affair, as he ought to be. I alſo wrote 
to 
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afraid, the enemy will have made too great 
progreſs in the ſiege of Maeſtricht, before 
we, by the junction of all our troops and 
recruits, become formidable enough to in- 
terrupt their progreſs in their attempt upon 
Maeſtricht ; but, I hope, we ſhall be able 
to fruſtrate all their other defigns, and, 

perhaps, to thraſh them before the end of 
the campaign. 


„ 


LET OFS 2ST 
From Lord CRAWFURD to Colonel 
STEWART at Rheims. 


| Dear Jony, London, 12th Aug. 1748, O. S. 


I HAD the pleaſure of yours, juſt as my 

wound broke out again. I have been 
ſo diſtreſſed ever ſihce, that it has not been 
in my power to anſwer you, notwithſtand- 
ing, I hope both you and my Lady Jane 
will do me the juſtice to believe it is impoſ- 
{ible to congratulate you with more ſince- 
rity than I do, on my Lady Jane's ſafe de- 
livery of my two young relations. It is 
more than probable the ſame Almighty 
Providence, who ſeems to have decreed 
their coming into the world, intends alſo to 
reſerve them, or theirs, for his great ends. 
Almighty God preſerve them, and their 
valuable parents, to rear them up in this 
ſelfiſh world. 

I was lucky enough to receive your letter 
ſoon enough before I fell ill, ſo as to recom- 
mend my Lady Jane's affairs to the Duke of 
Argyll's care. He promiſed me he would talk 
to my Lord Milton, in relation to bringing 
the Duke of Douglas to a way of thinking 
of the affair, as he ought to be. I alſo wrote 

to 
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to the Duke of Douglas a ſecond letter, 
though I had no anſwer to my firſt, inti- 
mating to him my Lady Jane's ſafe delivery, 
thundering in his ears his family's cauſe, 
and trying to rouſe up all that is Douglas 
in him; 1 wiſh it may have the deſired ef- 
fet. I have alſo engaged my Lord Home, 
who is gone down to Lord Mark Kerr's, 
to reconciliate him, and [ intend to go my- 
ſelf as foon as I am well, in order to talk 
to him for ſome ſupplies for Lady Jane, 
which, I make no doubt, muſt ſoon be- 
come neceſſary. I have alſo ſpoke to the 
Maſter of Roſs, ſon of the Lord Roſs, who 
is lately come over from Pruſha, and who 
is gone down to Scotland to ſee his father, 
to talk with his father and the Marquis of 
Lothian, to take the proper ſteps with the 
Duke of Douglas, to induce him to act by 
Lady Jane as he ought to do. The young 
gentleman undertook the thing very wil- 
lingly, and, I believe, will do all that lies 
in his power to do you ſervice. You ſhall 
ſoon hear from me again, particularly, 
after I have ſeen my Lord Mark Kerr. In 
the mean time, pray make my compli- 
merits, in the moſt kind manner, to Lady 
Jane, my bleſſing to the two young gen- 
tlemen, my compliments to Mrs. Hewit, 
chat we are all vaſtly obliged to her for 
her 
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her care of Lady Jane, and believe me, 
with unalterable regard, | 


Dear JoHnN, 
Your moſt devoted friend, 
and humble ſervant, 
CRAWFURD. 


P. S. Having been ſo ill, I hope you will 
excuſe this being wrote by another hand. 


Addreſſed thus :—To Colonel hw. Stewart, 
at Rhemes en Champagne. 
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LE T TER N 
Lord BLANTYRE to Lady JANE DOUGLAS, 


Mapamn, 


HAVE often had the pen in my hand 
to write to your Ladyſhip, ſeveral of 
my letters were begun, but, before I had 
time to finiſh any one of them, an un- 
lucky trifle ſtill preſented itfelf, and enticed 
me away ; if I have been in the wrong, 
and I am afraid I have certainly, I have 
been much puniſhed for it, by being ſo long 
deprived of the pleaſure of hearing from 
you. What I have ſaid, I do not mean as 
a compliment, and I ſhould be ſorry, if you 
looked upon it as ſuch; it is truth itſelf, 
and if it were not fo, I ſhould not certainly 
give myſelf the trouble of ſending it fo far 
a journey, as from here to London. To 
make amends for my paſt negligence, I 
with I had any thing to write that were 
capable of entertaining you, but I am fo 
ſtupid, and beſides, the gallant anecdotes 
of Paris do not deſerve to occupy, for a 
moment, your Ladyſhip's attention. 

I hope to hear, by your firſt letter, that 
your affairs have taken a turn, apd that 
fortune perſecutes you no more; you have 
ſuffered more from her caprice, than any 

one 
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one I ever knew, and you have bore it all 
with a conſtancy and chearfulneſs quite un- 
common ; many are unfortunate, but few, 
very few, are unfortunate with ſo much 
grace as your Ladyſhip; every thing will 
be compenſated ſoon, at leaſt I hope fo. 

I beg leave to offer my compliments to 
Mrs. Hewit; I am perfuaded ſhe thinks 
me very indegrate. Adieu my dear Lady 
Jane, I am, moſt fincerely, 


Your very affectionate couſin, 
and humble ſervant, 
BLANTYRE. 
Paris, 21ſt January. | 


I hope the two young heroes are well. 
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„ 
Lord BLANTYRE to Lady Jang DovGL as. 


Mapa nt, Paris, 24th April. 


JO long a ſilence makes me afraid, that 
the letter I wrote to your Ladyſhip in 
the beginning of January, has never reached 
you; if it is ſo, I am ſorry for it, becauſe 
you will think me guilty of a neglect that 1 
am innocent of. If, on the contrary, my 
letter has come to hand, I ſhall ſtill be more 
uneaſy to gueſs at the reaſon of my not 
hearing from you. The only way to draw 
me out of ſo cruel a perplexity, 1s to let 
me hear from you ſoon, and I know you 
are too good to leave me long in pain. 
Write to me ſoon, dear Lady Jane, and 
make me happy, for nobody intereſts him- 
ſelf more than I do, in eyery thing that re- 
gards you. I ſend this letter by a private 
hand, that it may run no ſort of riſk, 
Adieu, my dear Madam, I ſend a number 
of compliments to Mrs. Hewit, to Mr. 
Stewart, and to my two godſons. Fare- 
well, - dear Lady Jane. I am, with the 
greateſt truth 1maginable, © 


Your affectionate couſin 


and humble ſervant, 
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BLANTYRE, 
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LETTER vm. 


Lettre de Madame La Comteſſe de BAss E- 
vITz *, 2 My Lady JEANNE DouGLas 
STEUART. 


MA TRES CHERE LAY! 


„ lettre du me de Juillet ne 
m'a plus trouve a Aix-la- Chapelle. 
| Pen <tois deja partie le 16 du mème mois, 
pour aller a Paris, ou apres avoir ſejourné 
pres de trois mois, xEtournant par Bruxelles, 
ai eũ le plaiſir de recevoir vos cheres lignes. 
* aurions bien aimes, le Comte de Baſ- 
ſevitz et moi, de reſter I'hiver a Paris; mais 
comme nous avions fait tout le voyage avec 
notre Prince hereditaire, et les Princeſſes, 
fon épouſe, et ſa ſœur, et que par conſe» 
quent, tous nos arrangemens ctoient pris de 
forte que nous ne ppuvions nous ſcparer 
deux ſans leur incommodite et la notre, il 
fallut les ſuivre, lorſque la nouvelle qu'ils 
regurent de la maladie du Duc regnant leur 


pere, les obligea de pxecipiter leur retour. 


* The Counteſs de Baſſevitz is a lady of the court 
of Mecklenburgh Strelitz. She is in correſpondence 
with M. de Voltaire and moſt of the celebrated ge- 
niuſes in Europe, and is upon the whole one of the 
beſt and moſt accompliſhed women of her time. 


Vous 
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Vous penſez bien, aimable Lady, que nous 
nous ſommes trouves fort a notre aiſe, dans 

cette ſuperbe ville, ou les plaifirs naiſſent 
ſous chaque pas. Cependant, en rendant 
juſtice 2 a ſes beaut's, aux chef d'œuvres des 
diſferens arts qu'elle etale, et au genie vif et 
heurcux de ſes habitans, je nai pu m'ac- 
commoder de leurs mœurs. La frivolite de 
leurs entretiens, Pair evente des hommes, 
les manieres etourdies des femmes, jointes 
a ce rouge affreux, dont elles maſquent 
leurs teint, et qui fait reſembler les belles a 
des Lais, les laides à des Megeres, tout cela 
m'a fait ſentir que je ſuis nce pour PAlle- 
magne, et non pour la France, parce que 


mon gout ne ſcauroit ſe former à toutes ces 


fadaiſes. Il eſt vrai, nean moins, que Je con- 
cois, que meme avec Phumeur que J'ai, on 
peut vivre tres agre 'ablement a Paris, lorqu'on 


a le tems d'y deterrer le petit nombre de 


gens ſenſes et ſavans, qui y ſont diſperſes, 
et de her commerce avec eux mais, pour 
y parvenir il faut fronder les prejuges du 
public, lequel y permet tres rarement aux 
femmes d'ètre raiſonables, et qui ne _ 
regarde que comme des poupces, deſtinces 
faire Pamuſement, pour ne pas dire, le jouct 
des hommes. 


Qu Aix-Ja-Chapelle m'a paru deſert, mi 


Lady, parceque vous m'y avez manqué. Je 


mien ſuis conſolee comme j'ai put, en m' en- 
6 tretenant 
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tretenant de vous avec tous ceux qui vous 
connoiſſoient, ou qui avoient entendũ 
ler de vos merites, et de vos malheurs 2 
votre patrie. Jai ſouvent fait la viſite a 
Mad. Tewis, pour lui entendre repeter ce 
qu'elle fgavoit de votre fort. C'eſt une tres 
bonne femme qui vous eſt d autant plus ſin- 
efrement attachee, qu'elle vous croit amie 
intime de fa fille la Colonelle Herbert. Les 
preuves que'lle m'a dit Etre en Etat de vous 
livrer, pour la verification de votre groſſeſſe, 
font plus que ſuffiſantes, pour prevenir tout 
ce que la notre malice de vos ennemis pour- 
roit inventir au prejudice de vos chers ju- 
meaux; ſurtout, ſi comme je lui en ai donne 
le conſeil, elle rend ſon temoignage par de- 
vant nottaire, afin de lui procurer la vali- 
dite d'une depoſition autentique. Pai vit 
votre coufin, mi Lord Drumlanrik. On m'a 
dit qu'il afpiroit a la ſucceſſion du Duc votre 
frere ; Pai peine a le croire, fa phiſionomie 
eſt trop noble pour qu'il ſoit capable de la 
baſſeſſe, de travailler au depoutllement d'une 
heritiere legitime. On Pa dit auſſi męcon- 
tent de votre mariage; J ignore fi cela eſt 
vrai, puiſqu'il ne s'eſt pas explique ſur ce 
fujet en ma preſence, mais au moins Pai je 
entendu parler de votre perſonne avec tout 
le reſpect qu'on doit a vos vertus. Mad, 
Tewis vous aura mande, ſans doute, que le 
Chevalier Cuningham, Officier du régi- 
ment 


— W- = 


———— —_ CE 


<2” Ws. vs . = > 2 „ „ 


2 As < 


— 
— — — ——ů —2—— A — =. — — CT". 
— — — — 5 oy 


r „cc 


Ln | 
ment de mi Lord, etoit venu informer 
chez elle de circonftances qui vous con- 
cernent. Peut-ttre, qu'abuſe lui mEme par 
de faux-raports, il a ſouhaite d'@tre cclairici, 
et cette envie de ſavoir la verite ſuppoſe, 
qu'il n'a pas le deſſein de. vois faire tort. 
Au ſurplus il ne gagneroit rien, en agiſſant, 
ſoit directement foit indirectement, contre 
vous, car des gens qui peuvent Etre au fait 
de la choſe m' ont affure, que le Due de 
Douglas avoit auſh peu d'envie de favoriſer 
ſon couſin que ſa ſoeur, et qu'il deſtine apres 
ſa mort, tout ce dont il peut diſpoſer, a une 
parente, qu'on nomme ainſi que vous Jeanne 
Douglas, et qui eſt marice ſi je ne me 
trompe, a ce mème Duc de Buccleugh, 
dont autrefois vous avez rejett la main. Ce 
n'eſt pas daujourd'hui, cherifime Lady, 
que la caractere de mi Lord votre frere eſt 
tranſpire juſque a ma connoiſſance, malgre 
la generofite avec laquelle vous tachiez de 
tirer le rideau, ſur la durete des ſes pro- 
cedes envers vous. Il eſt bien triſte, qu'il 
vous aye force a recourir a la Juſtice contre 
lui. N'auriez vous pas avant d'en venir a 
cette extremite, pil trouver quelque occaſion 
de le joindre, et d'emouvorr en lui la na- 
ture par votre vue? La force du ſang eſt 
grande en de telles rencontres, et ſouvent le 
frere qu'on avoit perdũ fe retrouve entre les 


bras de ſa ſoeur. Peut-etre reuſhriez vous 
encore 
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encore de cette facon à le rendre traitable, 
malgre ce qui $'eſt paſſe entre vous, votre 
magnanimite n'y perdroit rien, puiſqu” une 
avance, faite à un frere, ne ſeroit qu'un 
hommage rendi à union de votre famille, 
a la gloire du nom que vous portez tous 
deux, au bien de vos enfans, et par conſe- 
quent a votre amour- propre dirige par la 
raiſon. Mais peut- etre juge-je de votre 
ſituation, comme un aveugle des couleurs. 
Vous devez connottre votre frere, et vous 
avez trop de ſentiment et de prudence, pour 
rien negliger de ce qui pourroit le ramener, 
ſi vous n'etiez ſeure, que c'eſt impoſſible, et 
wil a ferme ſon ame A tout ce qui peut 
cmouvoir un bon naturel. $S'1l eſt ainſi mi 
Lady, permettez moi de vous dire, que lui 
ayant une fois rompù eh viſiere, par votre 
recours au gouvernment pour vòtre penſion, 
vous devez tacher d'ajuſter, maintenant tout 
ce qui vpus pourriez jamais avoir à debattre 
avec lui, et a vous munir des precautions 
contre toutes les ſupercheries, qui pourroient 
alterer les droits de votre heritage; et cela 
d'autant plus ſoigneuſement, que ſi Dieu 
vous retiroit de ce monde, et Mr. Steward 
auſſi, avant la mort du Duc votre frere, et 
pendant que vos enfans ſont en bas- age ces 
pauvres innocens courerolent riſque de tout 
perdre. Pardonnez mi Lady ſi Pardeur de 
mon z&le me fait entrer indiſerètement dans 
E trop 
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trop de detail; la tendreſſe de mon amitte 
pour vous doit me ſervir d'excuſe. Je vous 
proteſte, que Vablence ne rallentit rien a la 
chaleur des mes ſentimens, et que votre 
1dee m'eſt encore auſſi intéèreſſante, et auſſi 
chere, que me le fut jadis võtre aimable pre- 
ſence, vos vertus, vos talens, votre charac- 
tEre, vous ont attaches mon cœur par des 
liens indiſſolubles. Quel dommage que la 
mer nous fepare, et que l'loignement mette 
un invincible obſtacle a la jouifſance d'une 
ſi belle amitie. Je rends graces a Mr. 
Steward de fon ſouvenir; fi mes égards, ſi ma 
parfaite eſtime peuvent le flatter, il a toutes 
les raifons d'etre content de moi. 'Tenez 
parole, chere Lady, informez moi de la re- 
traite que vous choiſirez, et croyez que je 
ſezai juſqu*au tombeau, avec la conſideration 
la plus affeQueuſe, votre tres humble, tres 
obeiſſante, et tres devouce fervante, 


SABINE Comteſſe de BASSEVITZ. 


De Roſtoc le bme de 
Mars 1751. 


TRAN S- 
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TRANSLATION. 


Letter from the Counteſs of BassEv1Tz, at Ro- 
ſtoc, to Lady Jang DQUGLAas STEWART, 


My Dear Lavpy, 


OUR letter of the yth of July did 

not find me at Aix-la-Chapelle. I 

had ſet out for Paris upon the 16th of that 
month, where having remained near three 
months, it was in my return by the way of 
Bruſſels, that I had the pleaſure of receiv- 
ing your dear lines. The Count de Baſſe- 
vitz and I would have been very well pleaſed 
to have paſt the winter at Paris; but as we 
had made the whole journey in company 
with our Hereditary Prince, and the Prin- 
ceſſes, his conſort and ſiſter, and of conſe- 
quence all our matters were ſo diſpoſed that 
we could not ſeparate from them, without 
incommoding both thèm and ourſelves, we 
were under a neceflity of attending them, 
when the accounts which they received of 
the reigning Duke their father's being in- 
diſpoſed, obliged them to haſten their re- 
turn. You are not miſtaken, amiable Lady, 
in ſuppoſing that we paſt our time very 


aprecably in that magnificent city, where 
E 2 pleaſures 
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pleaſures ſpring up under every foot-ſtep, 
At the ſame time, while I do juſtice to its 
beauties, to the maſterly performances which 
it exhibits in the different arts, and to the 
lively and happy genius of its inhabitants, 
could not conform myſelf to their man- 
ners. The frivolouſneſs of their converſa- 
tion, the foppiſh air of the men, and the 
iddy behaviour of the women, joined to 
that frightful rouge with which they diſ- 
guiſe their complexion, and which makes 
the handſome reſemble courtezans, and the 
ugly look like hags. All this makes me feel 
that I was born for Germany, and not for 
France, as my taſte would never be recon- 
ciled to ſuch fooleries. I believe, however, 
that even a perſon of my turn of mind 
might live very agreeably at Paris, if one 
had time to ſearch out the few people of ſenſe 
and knowledge wha are there diſperſed, and 
to form a connexion with them; but, in 
order to arrive at that, one muſt combat the 
prejudices of the publick, which in that 
place ſeldom allows women to be reaſonable 
creatures, and which looks upon us as pup- 
pets, deſtined for the amuſement, not to 
ſay the ſport, of men. 
+ What a deſart Aix-la-Chapelle nn 
to me for want of your company! I com- 
forted myſelf the beſt way I could, in con- 
rerling about you with all who knew you, 
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or who had heard of your merit, and of 
your ſufferings in your own country. I 
often viſited Madam Tewis, to hear her re- 
peat all that ſhe knew concerning You. She 
is a very good woman, and is the more ſin- 
cerely attached to you, that ſhe believes 
you to be an intimate friend of her daugh- | 
ter, the Lady of Colonel Herbert. The 
evidence, which ſhe ſays ſhe is in condition 
to produce in ſupport of your pregnancy, 
is more than ſufficient to fruſtrate whatever 
the blackeſt malice of your enemies might 
invent, to the prejudice of your dear twins, 
eſpecially, if ſhe takes my advice, and de- 
livers her teſtimony before a notary, in or- 
der to give it the force of an authentick de- 
poſition;——1 have ſeen your couſin, m 
Lord Drumlanrig : I was told that he 
aſpired to the ſucceſſion of the Duke your 
brother; but I can hardly believe it; the 
nobleneſs of his look beſpeaks him incapable 
of ſo mean an office, as that of ſupplanting 
a rightful heir. I have likewiſe heard, that 
he was difpleaſed at your marriage. I know 
nothing of the truth of this, as he never 
explained himſelf upon the ſubject in my 
preſence ; but this I can fay, that I have 
heard him ſpeak of you with all the reſpect 
that is due to your virtues. Madam Tewis 
would, no doubt, inform you, that the 
Chevalier . an officer of Lord 
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Drumlanrig's regiment, applied to her to 
be informed of ſome circumſtances concern- 
ing you, Perhaps he had been decerved 
himſelf by falſe reports, and wanted to have 
the matter cleared up; and his defire of 
knowing the truth, ſeems to imply, that 
he has no deſign of doing you hurt. At- 
any rate, he will gain nothing by acting, 
either directly or indirectly, againſt you; 
for people who have acceſs to know, have 
aſſured me, that the Duke of Douglas had 
as little inclination to favour his couſin as 


his ſiſter, and that he intends to leave all 


that he can diſpoſe of, at his death, to a 
female couſin of the ſame name with your- 
ſelf, and who is married, if I am not miſ- 
taken, to the ſame Duke of Buccleugh, 
whoſe hand you formerly rejected. It is 
not of yeſterday, my deareſt Lady, that I 
have been acquainted with the character of 
my Lord your brother, in ſpite of the ge- 
neroſity with which you endeavoured to 
draw a veil over the harſhneſs of his pro- 
ceedings towards you, It 1s very unhappy 
that you ſhould be obliged to have recourſe 
to juſtice againſt hun. Could not you, be- 
fore coming to that extremity, endeavour 
to bring about an interview with him, and 
to awaken the impulſe of natural affection 
in him, by your preſence ? The force of 
blood is great upon ſuch oceafions, and it 
often 


. 
often happens, that a loſt brother is found 
again in the arms of his ſiſter. Perhaps, 
in this way, you may, ſo far, at leaſt, ſuc- 
ceed, as to make him liſten to terms, not- 
withſtanding what has paſſed between you; 
your magnanimity would ſuffer nothing by 
it, becauſe an advance of this ſort made to 
a brother, would be no more than a due 
homage paid to the union of your family, 
to the glory of the name which both of you 
bear, to the good of your children, and, of 
conſequence, to your own ſelf-love, directed 
by reaſon. But perhaps I judge of your 
ſituation, as a blind perſon does of colours; 
you are certainly not unacquainted with 
your brother, and you have too much ſen- 
timent, as well as prudence, to neglect any 
ſtep which might regain his affections, if 
you were not poſitive, that it is to no pur- 
poſe, and that his breaſt is ſteeled to every 
ſuggeſtign of humanity. If that is the caſe, 
my Lady, permit me to tell you, that hav- 
ing once ſo far outfaced him, as to apply to 
the government for your penſion, you ought 
now to endeavour, as far as in your power, 
to adjuſt your matters ſo as to have no af- 
ter-queſtions with him, and to fortify your- 
ſelf with precautions, againſt all the wks 
which may be made uſe of, to cut off your 
right of inheritance; and this you -ought 
to be the more ſolicitous about, that if God 
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( 32 } | 
ſhould withdraw both you and Mx Stewart 
from this world, before the death of the Duke 
your brother, and while your children are 
under age, theſe poor innocents might run a 
riſk of loſing all. Pardon me, my Lady, if the 
ardour of my zeal makes me enter indiſ- 
creetly into too minute a diſcuſſion; the 
tenderneſs of my friendſhip for you will 
plead my excuſe. I proteſt to you, "hot ab- 
ſence abates nothing of the warmth of my 
ſentiments, and that your idea is at preſent 
as intereſting and as dear to me, as was for- 
merly your amiable preſence. Your virtues, 
your talents, your character, have bound 
my heart to you by indiſſoluble ties. What 
pity it is, that the ſea divides us, and that 
diftance occaſions an invincible bar to the 
enjoyment of ſo perfect a friendſhip. I re- 
turn thanks to Mr. Stewart for his remem- 
brance of me; if my regard, if my perfect 
eſteem, can flatter him, he has reaſon to be 
ſatisfied with me. Keep your word, dear 
Lady, inform me of the retreat which you 
make choice of, and believe that I ſhall be, 
to the grave, with the moft affectionate re- 
ſpect, your moſt humble and moſt obedient 
ſervant, ; 


SABINE Counteſs of BASSEVITZE. 
Roſtoe, 6th March, 1751. 
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Lady JANE DovcLas to Mr. STEWART; 


DAR Mx. STEwarT, Saturday Mornings 
OOD morrow to you, according to 
Lord Blantyre's ſtile: I hope, by the 
letter I am expecting every moment from 
you, to hear that your cold is abſolutely 
removed; in that caſe, I beg you to be 
thankful to the great beſtower of all good, 
who daily loads us with his favours, 

The colds at preſent, which ſcarce any 
Have eſcaped, are ſo much more ſevere than 
that you complained of, makes me write 
the little exhortation above, to/put you 1n 
mind of gratitude to our great Benefactor; 
though you may juſtly ſay, that remon- 
ſtrance was needleſs to you, who are always 
ſo ſenſihle of favours received from friends. 
Our Almighty Friend cannot then be for- 
gotten by one who has ſuch. ſentiments as 
yours. 

I incloſe here the card I received in re- 
turn to mine from Captain Wilſon and his 
lady; I am to make inquiry after her health, 
and a proper excuſe for your not coming 
immediately to wait on him. 

The town continues as dull as I am, af- 


fording not one thing worthy the pains to 
F write, 
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write, or you to read: yet I can tell yon 
what will pleaſe you beyond every other 
thing, that our dear little ones are well; 
poor Mrs. Hewit alſo begins to mend; ſhe 
put on bliſters laſt night behind her ears, 
and finds herſelf this morning much better. 
] ſtop here till I receive your letter, which 
will certainly enliven me; but this T ought 
not to have ſaid, leſt it produce another kind 
quarrel on your ſide. 

This moment I have the ſatisfaction of 
yours, and though you write nothing of 
your cold, James brings the agreeable ac- 
count, that it is quite well, bleſſed be God 
that it is ſo. The glimpſe of hope you 
mention, I hope ſhall come out ſoon in a 
full blaze of joy and ſatisfaction. 

What you write concerning Lady Betty 
and her ſpouſe, 1s well imagined and- ex- 
preſſed ; we ſhall very ſoon ſee the extent 
of their friendſhip ; I ſhould have more pro- 
perly ſaid the conſtancy of it, ſince I have 
already received material proofs of 1 it, which 
1 ſhall never forget. 

I ſend a fine fowl, and a piece of beef, I 
hope as fine as the laſt you commended ſo 
much. I flatter myſelf Tueſday ſhall prove 


a good day, that I may have the pleaſure to 


tell you how much JI am affeQionately 
yours, which words cannot ſo well expreſs. 


J. D. S. 
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Lady IaxE Doc LAs to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear Mn. STEWART, Tueſday. 


r felt ſo much pain ſince I left 
1 you, for the few raſh words expreſſed 
at parting, that I take this way to diſcharge, 
if poſſible, ſome part of the burden of grief 
IT have ſuffered upon that occaſion ; at the 
ſame time that I find myſelf unable to give 
you an idea of the one half of my ſorrow, 
which will not diminith, till you, with your 
uſual goodneſs and indulgence to me, aſſure 
me of a pardon. Dear Mr. Stewart, write 
as ſoon as this comes to your hands, that 
you are not diſpleaſed, which will make me 
happy again. I won't enter upon the ſub- 
ject of our debate, which cauſed my wrong- 
Headed, expreſhons ; only this far, that I 
confeſs you were in the right, and I exceſ- 
ſively in the wrong. I am from my heart 
and foul conſcious and ſenſible of my fault: 
ſo, once more, dear Mr. Stewart, pardon 
it, and paſs 1t over, and never 1n your life 
think more of my ill-judged, as well as ill- 
managed arguings. 

On Friday, pleaſe God, I intend to dine 
with you ; don't provide dmner, I bring 
one along with me. 

F 2 Receive 
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Receive incloſed a moidore ; I'll bring a 
little more of the ſame metal with me; wiſh 
I could bring as much as would deliver you 
out of your confinement. 

Dear little Archie and Sholto are charmed 
with their hats, and have promiſed to be 
good boys: they're in perfect health, bleſſed 
be God, as lam; only till I hear from you, 
and that you are friends with me, I ſhall 
have no tranquillity of mind. Adieu, dear 
Mr. Stewart. In fpite of frequent idle ſal- 
hes, I am, and ever ſhall be, with the 
tendereſt and warmeſt affection, yours. 


JANE DovGLas STEWART, 


C0 I 


LETTER XI. 
Lady Jax Rx DoucLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear Ms. STEwazT, Friday, 1 0 Clock. 


ESTERDAY, juſt after J made an- 

[wer to yours, I received a letter 
from my angel, in return to a card 
L ſent her, the contents are as follows : 


Mapan, 

I ſhould be extremely ſorry to give your 
Ladyſhip the trouble of calling on me, but 
am very glad I can now with certainty af 
ſure you, your requeſt has been laid before 
his Majeſty by the Duke of Newcaſtle ; and 
Saturday laſt Mr. Pelham had notice from 
his brother it was granted. Proper notice 
of this, I conclude, Mr. Pelham will give 
your Ladyſhip. And I am, Madam, your 
moſt obedient, &c, 


3d Auguſt, 


I dare ſay you'll be pleaſed with the con- 
tents of this letter; I expect every hour 
to be informed of the matter by another 
hand ; but the early notice of favourable 
things come always by her friendly hands. 

Mrs. Hewit is better to-day; the little 
men are well, Adieu, intirely yours. 


J. D. 8. 
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Lady JANE DovucLas to Mr. STEWART. 


DAR Mr. STEWART, Saturday. 


SEE you are better verſed in Elibank 

and his brother's affairs, than any in- 
formation I can give can poſſibly make you; 
however, I'm always pleaſed to give you, 
in your preſent ſolitude, any little piece of 
news that comes my way, which, indeed, 
but very ſeldom preſents itſelf to me, I 
think with you, that Miſs Murray, by her 
behaviour in this matter, appears to have 
both honour and good ſentiments. I can't 
doubt but Elibank will ſoon come to ſee 
you ; then you -may, with decency, offer 
my requeit to him, and I think, as you do, 
you may expect ſucceſs. 

I was to wait on Lady Mary Douglas, 
Thurſday ; her father Lord Morton was 
preſent, and received me very kindly. and 
obligingly the firſt viſit, and people being 
by, I could come upon no particulars, but 
when he comes here, as probably he will, I 
ſhall then talk over ſeveral things with him. 
His daughter 1s a very beautiful girl, gen- 
teel and well bred, not yet fourteen, and 
is as tall as a woman. 


7 I did 
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I did not ſo much as think of the 17th of 
March, when I read your intention of hav- 
ing Claret and Burgundy ſome days hence; 
that profuſion does not, I confeſs, pleaſe 
me much in our preſent ſituation, nor does 
the reaſon you give for it mend the matter 
at all; Liſbon or Cherry, if you will re- 
member that day, is ſufhcient to ſolemnize 
the birth-day of one ſo far advanced as I 
am; but if in remembrance and honour of 
St. Patrick, no liquor is good enough; I 
would not therefore endeavour to keep the 
day at all, only by praying a little more 
than ordinary, not to him, but to Almighty 
God, who daily loads us with benefits, and 
ſpares us to ſee the returns of new years, 
and birth-days. If your affairs took a 
happy turn, that happy period I would in- 
deed ſolemnize myſelf, with all the rare 
fine delicates could be imagined, but, till 
that ſatisfaftory moment arrives, it becomes 
us to ſhun every extravagance, and to walk 
Joftly and very humbly; in the mean time, 
I ſend you a young pig, which, I hope, 
will be a little regale to the King, and you 
alſo a young fowl. 

Pm glad you took the rhubarb, and that 
1t did ſo well with you; take every fine mo- 
ment of good weather to walk, as you have 
always been accuſtomed to do; and take 
great 


[7 

great care of your health, which ſecures 

my happineſs. | 
I can learn no news to divert you, but I 
ſend a book of poems, which IT hope will; 
it was wrote by a gardener's daughter, a 
young girl, uneducated, and yet it is 
eſteemed well wrote, and the language fine : 
return it ſo foon as-you have read it; it is 
not mine, I borrowed it from Mr. Clayton. 
The little men are well, but Mrs. Nelly 
is mightily diſtreſſed, yet affectionately 
yours. I ſhall leave off here, till James 
comes, then I ſhall add a few lines, and bid 
ou adieu till next morning that you ſend. 
Juſt after dinner, I received the pleaſure of 
yours; you imagine me partial, when I 
commend your manner of writing, but I 
declare it is quite otherways, and my ſenti- 
ments are intirely unbiaſſed; and to ſhew 
ou how great my opinion of your good 
[aſe and judgment 1s, I muſt beg you write 
down, by way of hints, what the articles 
are, that you judge moſt proper for me to 
inſiſt upon, when I next ſee the E. of Mor- 
ton; for any further than to thank him for 
his timely generous ſupply, I cannot poſ- 
ſibly ſtoop to demand more; this I am de- 
termined not to do; as for other topicks, to 
ſpeak on theſe, no doubt, are various: I 


therefore with to have your thoughts on 
the 


( 41 ) 

the heads you think I ſhould inſiſt moſt on; 
that won't hinder me to mention, perhaps 
dwell, on ſome ſubjects that I may find pro- 
per to talk to him about. I ſhall probably 
ſee him the beginning of next week; any 
ſooner I can't expect, being juſt come to 
town, and a great deal to do. 

Uſe Elibank in your own way, you beſt 
know his good and bad properties. 

Archie's aſleep, and Sholto above ſtairs 
prattling by him, elſe they, perhaps, would 
ſend ſome kiſſes to their dear papa. | 

Adieu, dear Mr. Stewart, ever with the 
greateſt tenderneſs and affection, yours. 


J. D. 8. 
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Lady JaN R Dod LAS to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear Ma. STEwART, Thurſday. 


Received with pleaſure your letter this 
moment, and begin mine-in the ſame 
manner. you do yours, with wiſhing you 
every happineſs and felicity this year, and 
a great number of them. As for your witty 
ſallies I won't anſwer them; but for the at- 
tack you make upon my love and friendſhip, 
that I can, and muſt aſſure you, is as ſin- 
cere and warm as ever, though many in- 
vincible reaſons makes it impoſſible to give 
the proofs of it I could wiſh to do; be ſa- 
tisfied of this, as I am of every thing that 
is good and kind on your part. As to the 
reſt of your letter, I ſhall anſwer it next 
occaſion, which, I believe, ſhall be on Sa- 
turday, when I ſhall ſend John pretty early 
in the morning; diſpatch him then ſoon. I 
have wrote this in ſuch a hurry, I'm afraid 
you can't read 1t. 
The children are mighty well, bleſſed be 


Gods, as Mrs. Hewit and I am, and ten- 


derly and affectionately yours, as I am in a 
particular manner, 


J. D. 8. 
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Lady Jane DouGLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear MR. STEWART, Sunday Morning. 


HAT implies a ſhort letter; yours 

I received this moment with great 
pleaſure; your regard and kindneſs to me, 
which has prompted you to the expence 
ou've made in ſending finer wines than I 
think the day required (barring the honour 
due to St. Patrick) makes that I dare offer 
nothing againſt that obliging demonſtration. 

Your cold is not quite gone, which gives 
me pain; for heaven's ſake, be careful to 
take every thing proper to remove it. 

The children are, I bleſs God, well. Poor 
Mrs. Nellie, far from being ſo, had a very 
bad night of it; you'll ſee I am in a great 
hurry juſt, going to church; Dear Mr. 
Stewart, entirely yours, with great af- 
fection. 


LK. 
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LETTER IV. 
Lady JanNE DouGLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear Mx. STEwarT, Monday Evening. 


OUR not writing this morning, you 

having accuſtomed me to that ſatis- 
faction, has given me a great deal of pain- 
ful anxiety, the rheumatick pain in your 
arm, the uneaſineſs you complained of in 
your head, though not a head-ach, all theſe 
things together has made my mind very 
uneaſy; I have therefore ſent Mr. Smith 
to inquire how things are with you, and 
would have gone myſelf, but the rain and 
wet under toot prevented me, and coaches 
are expenſive, 

Mr. Lockhart of Carnwath was with me 
this morning, and to do him juſtice, be- 
haved extremely well, with great kindneſs, 
friendſhip and politeneſs; ſpoke of you 
with the warmeſt friendſhip and eſteem, 
called for the children, and appeared tranſ- 
ported to ſee them, commended them more 
than I think they deſerve, for he ſaid he 
never had ſeen two ſuch fine boys, eſpecially 
Archie took his eye; he was delighted with 


him, and repeated ſeveral times with plea- 


ſure that he was juſt your picture. 
In 
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In regard to your ſon Mr. Jacky, he pro- 
teſted he had all along acted the friendly 
and honourable part, and that a little be- 
fore he left Scotland, your ſon had got up 
all the bonds that were committed to his 
truſt, which only, from friendſhip to you, 
he engaged and concerned himſelf in: his 
whole behaviour and manner of acting ſince 
you left Scotland, he refers you to be in- 
formed by your friend George Sinclair, 
with whom he conſulted, and took along 
with him, in whatever related to your ſon : 
I, therefore, beg, when you meet with 
Mr. Lockhart, which he anx1ouſly wiſhes 
for, you may firſt hear him ſpeak before 
you condemn him; he goes out of town 
to-night, but is to return to-morrow, he 
wants to have an interview with you; I ſaid 
you were in the country, but that upon 
my giving you notice, you wou'd come to 
town, he, is ſoon to ſet out for Scotland. 
Mrs. Hewit continues ſtill better, the little 
men are well: I hope to have the ſame 

ood accounts of you. Adieu, Dear Mr. 
tewart, ever entirely yours. 


J. D. 8. 
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Lady JANE Dou LAS to Mr. STEWART. 


Dzar Ms. SrREwART, Thurſday. 


RAY don't pay me ſo many compli- 
ments in my doing what is juſt and 
right, and what ſhall ever afford me fo 
much pleaſure ; I am glad you have hopes 
of every thing's coming out to your with ; 
I never can allow myſelf to doubt of ſuc- 
ceſs at laſt; theſe delays are only permitted 
to acquaint us with the virtue of patience 
and reſignation. Things ſo uſeful and ami- 
able, who would not be put at any age to 
ſuch a ſchool ? I'm glad you have got ac- 
quainted with fo agreeable a gentleman ; 
you do well to cultivate it: I ſend the hiſ- 
tory of Douglas : I ſend a bit of velvet and 
a ſnuff- box for a little rapee, which I am 


quite out of, ſend it back any time to-day, 


or to-morrow, only quarter filled. 

I'm invited to-morrow evening to Lady 
Tyrawly's, if you chuſe to be there it is 
well. 

We're all mighty well, and the little 
men very much ſo, bleſſed be God: I take 
abundance of care of myſelf, and of the dear 


little ones, as you may well believe; pray 
| take 
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take my example of being careful of your- 
ſelf. 

I have nothing new to offer; only Mrs. 
Hewit was at the ball on Monday, ſhe un- 
derwent many hardſhips and difficulties that 
night by the exceſſive cold and great crowd, 
but has luckily got the better of all; ſhe 
lays they are a very amiable family, and is 
fallen in love with King George. Adieu, 
Dear Mr. Stewart, always more yours than ' 
I can expreſs. 


J. D. 8. 
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LETTER XVI 
Lady Jang Douctas to Mr. STEWART. 


Chelſea, Tü March 5. 
DAR Ms. STEWART, 


1 HAVE this moment the pleaſure of . 
your letter by your meſſenger ; this 


and all your's are ever welcome and agree- 


able to me; but the paragraph in ſome of 
your late letters, and in this laſt one in par- 
ticular, upon religious matters, abſolutely 
charm me; go on, dear Mr. Stewart, fix 
your eyes, your hope, and truſt above, and 
all worldly concerns will ſoon ſeem perfectly 
eaſy, nay will, in reality, become ſo; for 
God never diſappoints thoſe that intirely 
depend on him, nor will he continue to 
afflict, when we fly to him for ſuccour, and 
place our whole happineſs in his favour 
alone ; allow me to ſend you by the bearer 
a woe book of mine, Thomas a Kem- 
pis; read it, I beg you, in it you'll diſcover 
ſo much heavenly, and even worldly wiſ- 
dom, that 1t never fails to pleaſe both the 
{ſpiritual and temporal mind, and to inſtruct 

both. 
Your letters by Greenly I received yeſter- 
day, Py were moſt acceptable to me; he 
would 
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would tell you the reaſon why I could not 
ſend ſooner to you than Tueſday laſt, and 
that I was obliged to employ him to carry 
my letter to you; and likewiſe yeſterday 
gave him a packet, I believe, from your 
ſon, to carry to you to-day, John being not 
yet able to go out; but againſt Saturday I 
deſign to ſend him, if better. 

You imagine, becaule I happened to ſay 
in one of my letters, that I took uncom- 
mon care of my health, that on that account 
I am become low-ſpirited ; nothing is fu- 
ther from me, I bleſs God, than low ſpi- 
rits; many years ago they were not near 
ſo much ſo; yet I do think, and muſt 
think, that my life at preſent 1s, and ought 
to be, more my concern than formerly; 
becauſe I have you and the children to care 
for. Is that a reaſon to think that I am be- 
come low-ſpirited, becauſe I would like to 
live ſomg time longer for your ſakes ? The 
end of the week, or beginning of next, 1 
ſhall write more fully on every thing. 


I am, &c. ; 


J. D. 8. 


The children are very well, I bleſs Gad. 
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Lady Jane DoucLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear Mr. STEWART, ' Chelſea, Friday Evening. 


| Jo refolved you ſhould have no reaſon to 
complain any more of my remiſſneſs in 
writing to you; ſo have engaged Mr. Grin- 
ley to ſtep over to you to-morrow morning, 
by whom I hope to have the agreeable ac- 
count of your being perfectly well, as we 
are all here, I bleſs God. 

Pm extremely ſorry that you're quite out 
of pocket- money, and the more fo, that it 
is not in my power to ſupply you, nor I 
don't know when it ſhall, it being by no 
means to be expected, that the money the 
King has been graciouſly pleaſed to allow 
me, is immediately to be paid juſt a few 
days after the term it falls due, nor is it fit 
for me to ſhew any impatience about the 
payment; ſo I muſt have patience. 

I was obliged to borrow half a guinea 
laſt Monday from a friend, juſt for neceſ- 
ſary things; judge then, dear Mr. Stewart, 
if out of that I can ſend you any ſupply. 
But I won't dwell upon this painful ſub- 
ject, nor indeed upon any, for I muſt end 
with aſſuring you, that I ever am, with 

: all 


„ 
all poſſible affection and tenderneſs, dear 
Mr. Stewart, intirely yours, 


J. D. 8. 


The children often talk of their dear 
Papa, and are impatient to ſee you. judge 
then how much more I am ſo, 
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| CSE TITER: ME 
Lady Jane DouGLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Dran Mr. STewaRT, Friday Evening. 


Y OUR ſeeming to be ſo much on the 
melancholy turn 1n your laſt letter, 
gave me a conſiderable uneaſineſs, of which 
I have not yet got the better. Why will 
you allow your ſpirits to ſink, dear Mr. 
Stewart? It is that alone that gives me 
pain, and when I think that your mind is 
eaſy, the little difficulties we are in at pre- 
ſent gives no manner of diſquiet, ſave your 
confinement, and my ſeeing you ſo ſeldom; 
that is indeed ſhocking, but it is hardly to 
be bore when you fink under it. Pray then 
keep up your ſpirits, if not for your own 
ſake, for mine ; let this be an argument to 
perſuade you to bear well up under all your 
drſtrefles ; if you don't, you will aſſuredly 
diſtreſs me, more than all my calamities 
have hitherto done; for, to ſay the truth, 
when 1 look around, I ſee and hear of ſo 
many people much more unhappy than my- 
felt, that I really think I am a great deal 
more fortunate in many things than others 
are, or than I deſerve to be. | 
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I incloſe here five ſhillings, employ it in 
giving me the ſatisfaction of a viſit on 
Monday or Tueſday next. h 


The children and we are all mighty well, 
I bleſs God, 
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EE T TER XX. 
Lady JANE DovcLas to Mr. STEWART, 


Sunday Evening. 


OU may juſtly think it odd, dear 

Mr. Stewart, as well as unkind, that 

I did not anſwer your letter yeſterday, which 
you wrote from ſo obliging and ſo affec- 
tionate a motive ; but your meſſenger was 
in ſo mighty a hurry, and pretended letters 
to be delivered neceſſarily before five, ſome 
of which I believ'd might belong to you, 
that I would not let him wait a moment for 
a letter from me, it being three in the af- 
ternoon ere he came here, I write this 
now, to make apology for that appearing 
neglect, and to know particularly how your 
cold is, as every body complains they are 
very obſtinate this ſeaſon, and I'm afraid 
you are not ſo careful of yourſelf as you 
ſhou'd be; and, alas! Jam not near you 
to take that care which I wou'd wiſh to do, 
and which I am ſenſible you want ſo much; 
therefore, dear Mr. Stewart, let me beg 
you for my ſake and for the childrens, to 
neglect nothing that you think will contri- 
bute to remove your cold, before 1t gets too 
faſt a ſeat, which if it does, will with great 
difficulty 


18 
difficulty be remov'd: and, pray let me 


know if you chooſe to have any mum, and 
I will ſend you ſome by next occaſion, from 
the place you uſed to get it. I return here 
Mr. Hamilton's letter, it is a very civil 
one: I with your ſcheme which you're to 
offer ham may ſuit him. 

I have not ſeen Greenly ſince Tueſday, 
fo I know nothing how matters go on that 
quarter; but however they go, I am per- 
fectly reſign'd; and not only ſo, but ſatiſ- 
fied and pleaſed, well knowing, that boun- 
teous Providence will work out a way for 

our deliverance in the beſt way, and at the 
beſt time, if we in the mean time will be 
but patient and ſubmiſſive. ä 

Adieu, dear Mr. Stewart, I ever am with 
the greateſt tenderneſs yours. 

Mrs, Hewit returns you many thanks for 
your kind offer of honey, but has got ſome, 
ſo you need not ſend any; ſhe ſends you 
her beſt wiſhes and compliments ; her cold 
continues ſtill obſtinate. The children are 
very well, I bleſs God. Once more adieu, 
dear Mr. Stewart. I had not room to ſign 
my name on the other fide: I put it in large 
on this, 


Jaxeg DovcLas STEWART. 
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LETTER . 
Lady JaxE Douc Las to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear MB. STEWART, Thurſday Evening. 


Received your letter yeſterday, and by 
it I perceive your ſpirits are depreſt, 
which a great deal mitigates the joy and ſa- 
tisfaction your letters uſually give me. No 
wonder you are diſcouraged, and quite tired' 
out of patience with your lonely, diſagree- 
able quarters, and many other unlucky oc- 
currences : but are all theſe, in common 
with other human creatures, ſufficient ma- 
ladies to ſink the ſpirits, or to harbour the 
ſmalleſt murmuring, as if too rigorouſly 
dealt with? We have made mighty ſmall 
progreſs in looking inward, and in judging 
aright of ourſelves, when we frame ſuch a 
concluſion ; for certain it is, we have many 
more bleſſings and benefits that call loudly 
for our acknowledgments to Almighty God, 
than cauſe of complaint. For my own part, 
after many times conſidering the ſituation 
of all around me, even of thoſe counted 
the moſt happy, and upon this reflection, 
looking home into myſelf, I find I am poſ- 
ſeſt of more happineſs than any I have yet 
heard of, or can fix my eyes upon, any 
where abroad : ſo then, dear Mr. 3 
earn 
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learn to be contented, and abſolutely re- 
ſigned to the divine diſpoſer of all things 
and then, I can aſſure you, your mind will 
obtain perfect quiet and happineſs, and, at 
the ſame time, be in the more proper and 
probable way of having your wiſhes and 
heart's deſire e This is a long 
ſermon you'll ſay: I delight in preaching, 
when I can't forbear it, even when you de- 
fire me to ſend you Pere Chemeine, who 
can ſo much better exhort and teach: I ſend 
him to you with great joy; and your de- 
firing him, though contained in a mighty 
ſmall volume, gives me infinite ſatisfaction. 

Ducheſs Wharton and Counteſs Wigton 
were with me yeſterday : the ducheſs in- 
quired very obligingly after you; and for 
the Counteſs, you're prodigiouſly in her fa- 
vour : ſhe really ſpeaks of you on all occa- 
ſions with uncommon friendſhip and con- 
cern. I'm exceſſively glad that the good 
Baron continues in better health: I ſincere- 
ly wiſh him every thing that is proſperous 
and happy. Offer him my beſt reſpects, as 
Mrs. Hewit does, and moſt affectionately 
to you. Adieu, dear Mr. Stewart; be you 
but happy and eaſy, and I am extremely 
ſo, and ever yours. 


Jane DouGLAas STEWART, 
The children are very well, I bleſs Cod. 
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LITE 
Lady JAN E Dou LAs to Mr. STEWART. 


DEAR Mx. STEWART, Friday Evening. 


Received your letter yeſterday from Grin- 
ley, at his houſe in town, being come 
in to go with Lady Wigton to Lady Ty- 
rawley's, where I met Lady Home and 
Mrs. Winter. All theſe ladies ſent you a 
thouſand compliments, particularly Lady 


Home, who 1s charmed with the bottle of 


ſalts you ſent the other day, which ſhewed 
ſo kind an attention about her: the other 
Counteſs is to be your gueſt on St. Patrick's 

day; to whom you're alſo much obliged 
in point of kindneſs. Mr. Mackarcher pro- 


| Poſes to conduct us to you on Tueſday. I 


am to ſend what 1s neceſſary for dinner the 
day before; ſo pray don't you provide any 
thing, ſave a bottle of wine, as the ſtocks 
are ſo low, it would be out of all common 
ſenſe to have any extraordinaries in ſuch a 
ſituation, and in ſuch circumſtances; and 
as we need uſe no mighty ceremony with 
our gueſts, they being both, I dare ſay, 
our ſincere friends; therefore expence 
would make them juſtly doubt that we be- 


heved them 10. 
5 | I'm 
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I'm charmed that my favourite book 
pleaſes you ſo much : by all I can fee in moſt 
of your late letters, I verily believe you're 
upon the way of becoming a ſaint yourſelf, 
as well as St. Thomas and the reſt of the 
ſaints, that you of late days have been ſo 
converſant with. Judge how this thought 
delights me; how it raiſes my ſpirits, and 
ſets me above all misfortunes. Had I a 
great many, as indeed I think I have none, 
ſave that you are in captivity, and I at a 
diſtance from you, theſe are painful indeed ; 
but all the reſt of my fate is perfectly hap- 
py: I wiſh only I could be ſufficiently 
thankful for it. The dear little children 
are mighty well, I bleſs God. 

Mrs. Hewit 1s a good deal better, and is 
moſt affectionately yours. 

Being to ſee you, pleaſe God, ſo ſoon, I 
ſhall not add any more now; but to aſſure 
you, that I truly am, with the greateſt af- 
fection and hay Fraps 1 intirely yours. 


J. DovGLAs STEWART, 
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LETTER XXIII. 


Lady JaNE DouvcLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Dean MR. STEWART, Friday Night. 
AVING wrote to you this evening 
| already, and deſigning to ſee you 
the beginning next week, | refer every, 
thing J have to ſay to you till then; only I 
muſt here aſſure you, that I am highly 
pleaſed with your wiſe and prudent letter; 
and certainly, to be patient and calm under 
every calamity, even thoſe of our own ac- 
quiring, is the religious and wiſeſt part. 
ut I muſt confeſs I am a little uneaſy to 
find you ſo much upon the ſuppoſition that 
I rook any offence at the heat with which 
von ſpoke the other day: lay all theſe 
anxious thoughts aſide, dear Mr. Stewart, 
and believe once for all, that nothing gives 
me pain cr diſquiet, but the fears I ſome- 
I times have for your being diſheartened for 


ha little croſs accidents ; aſſure me you never 
* will be any more fo, and then I'm perfectly 
' ; happy. 


Adieu, dear Mr. Stewart. The children 
2nd we are all well, bleſſed be God, and 
yy happy, — ſomewhat poor, which I 


ny 
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only regret, becauſe I cannot ſend you 


even pocket- money; but we'll grow richer; 
and in whatever ſituation I am in, I ever 


am moſt tenderly and affectionately yours. 


J.D. s. 
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L ET TE R XXIV. 
Lady Jane DoucLas to Mr. STEWART, 


Dean Ms. STEWART, Chelſea, Wedneſday. 


T has not been in my power to ſend 
ſooner, though impatient to know how 
you do. I have nothing now material to 
write, but that dear little Archy and Sholto 
are well, as we all are, bleſſed be God. 

I hope you profit of this fine weather, as 
the children and I do. I was in town 
yeſterday, and find myſelf the better for it. 
J hope your cold is quite gone. Adieu, 
dear Mr. Stewart: You ſhall here again 
from me this week, with a ſmall ſupply for 
your pocket, which I have theſe days paſt 
ſent in ſearch about. I ever am, with the 
tendereſt affection, yours. 


J. D. 8. 


( 63 ) 


LETTE R XXV. 
Lady Janes DoucLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear Mx. STEWART, Tueſday Morning. 


OU may judge how low money mat- 

ters are with me at preſent, by this 
moſt ſcurvy poor half-crown I ſend you; 
Pm quite aſhamed of it, and, to conceal it 
from my ſervants, I have incloſed it well 
wrapt up 1n the pretty little money-box, 
which ought to contain gold ; wiſh to hea- 
ven I could ſend of that uſeful, but rare 
metal with us. This poor bit of filver I 
ſend juſt to procure you a little rappee. 


Ever yours. 


J. D. . 
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L ET T ER XXVL 
Lady Ja NE Dou LAS to Mr. STEWART, 


DAR Mx. STEwarT, Chelſea, Tueſday. 
OW did your laſt letter, dear Mr. 


Stewart, affect my heart! where you 
tell me you ſubſiſted for ſo many days upon 
the ſmall remains of our little dinner, and 
not wherewith to ſend even for porter; and 
this all owing to your parting too freely 
with your few ſhillings to me, which I took 
from you with regret ; no wonder, fince I 
could ſo much eaſter get a ſupply where I 
am, than you poſſibly can, in your con- 
fined quarter. But, dear Mr. Stewart, chear 
up, for I hope very ſoon to bring you as 
much money as ſhall make you above theſe 
preſſing painful neceſſities ; and, in a little 
time, I hope kind indulgent Providence 
ſhall ſet you and I above our preſent incon- 
veniencies, which by the way only give me 
pain, becauſe I know your ſpirit cannot 
eaſily bear up under them; but, believe 
me, the only way to get ſoon rid of any 
calamities, is to be entirely reſigned, pa- 
tient, and ſubmiſſive, during the duration 
of them; ſuch a diſpoſition is certainly 
pleaſing to heaven, and provides for after 
happineſſes, even in this life. 


The 


0 


The very welktim'd ſupphy Mr. Fary, 


** gave you, of which you ſent me too 


large a ſhare; I ſhall never forget that kind 
procf of his friendſhip, and I need not put 


vou in mind to make it up to him a hun- 
dred fold when in your power, which, L 
* ſhall ſoon be the | 

did not chuſe to write laſt Sunday, tho” 
we were all well. Dear little Archy has 
had a little cold, with a ſmall degree of a 
fever; but, bleſſed be God, tis now in a 


manner quite over: do not be angry with 


John for not mentioning it to you; he 
could not indeed do it; as I knew nothing 


myſelf of the child's s being ill, till after I 


had given him orders to go early in the 
morning to ſee how you were. I muſt own, 


when ] perceived the child hot, and, as I 


thought, in danger of taking a fever, or 
the ſmall-pox, I felt a pain and diſtreſs of 
mind not to be expreſſed: I ſlept not a 
wink for a whole night, and was not with- 
out great anxiety the next day, though he 
was grown conſiderably better; and now, 
all is, I think, over, bleſt be God; and fo, 
would not have mentioned it to you, but to 
conyince you, that no outward bad circum- 
ſtances can in the leaſt diſquiet or diſcom- 


poſe me; only what concerns you, dear 


Mr. Stewart, and theſe two little babies, 


Archy and Sholto, robs me of reſt and cafe. 
K Let 
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Let this perſuade you to take care of your 
health, and to bear up with fortitude un- 
der the preſent frowns of fortune, which 
will, more than any other thing, a 
your ever tenderly affetionate 4 


1 5. 
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I ſend you a little tea, and a few ſtakes; 
a fine preſent indeed, but all in good time, 
better will come after, if we'll have but 
patience, 

Four o'clock afternoon, Archy's now ſo 
well, that he's playing in the garden. 

Mrs. Hewit ſends you her kind compli- 
ments; begs to know if you have got her 
ſpectacles ſet in ſilver, which ſhe got from 
Mrs. Cockburn, thinking, Net ou 
might by chance have taken them plate 
of your own“. 
| 3 's juſt come up ſtairs, and deſires 
me to ſend you his humble duty. 


Lord Barjarg in his ſpeech on the Douglas cauſe 
laid ſeme weight on theſe ſpectacles as a proof of 
Lady Jane's extravagance. The truth however was, 
they were ſet in ſilver when Mrs. Hewit got them. 
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| L E TT E R. XXVII. 
Lady JANE: DoucLas 70 Mr. STEWARTHS 


DAR Ms. nn Friday Night. 


HE weather does not yet ſeem to 
fayour my intended viſit to you; 
and beſides, I find Tueſday next will ſuit 
— little affairs better to perform it; ſo 
that day you. may expect me, pleaſe God, 
to dine with you, unleſs a conſtant rain pre- 
vent it. For all this delay, I long much to 
ſee you; and ſince I cannot have that ſatiſ- 
faction till next week, I ſend this purpoſely 
to have the pleaſure of receiving a particu- 
lar account of you, which I hope ſhall be, 
that you are in great good health and ſpi- 
rits, as we all here are, and the dear little 
men extremely ſo: I think that may be 
enough to keep you from any great abate- 
ment in yours. So, dear Mr. Stewart, adieu 
till Tueſday. Believe me ever, in the ten- 
dereſt manner, affectionately yours. 


J. D. 8. 
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LET TEN XXVIIL 
Nady JANE DovcLas to Mr. STEWART. 


| Ds is Mx. STEWART, 


1 BLESS God the children are in perfect 

good health, ſo you may judge how 
ſurpriſed [ was upon receiving yours, Your 
little meſſenger muſt delight in telling pain- 
ful ſtories : however, don't chide the WY 
for 1t was only a miſtake. | 


J. D. 8. 
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Lady en DovcL4s to Mr. STEWART. 
1, .*:uG 
"Dgan Ms. STEWART, 25 Moidey Evening. 


Intended this letter ſhould have been, 
With you this morning, but John 
ſo Il of a cold and tooth-ach, that I could 
not ſend him out, ſo moſt unyillingly muſt 
defer ſending it till to-morrow, and then I 
belieye 1 ſhall be obliged to ſend it by one 
of the maids to Grinlay, bal deſire him to 
carry it to you, A*. our ſervant be reco- 
ver 

I; 7 ancily, that I could 
not. poſſibly get your laſt letter ſooner an- 
ſwered, as it kindly mentions a viſit from 
me, ſo obligingly, and with ſo much ten- 
derneſs deſired. I do aſſure you, dear Mr, 
tewart, you can't with it more earneſtly 
than I do; nor ſhall it ſuffer one day's de- 
lay, when I can poſſibly perform it ; and 
that ſhall be when l'm perfectly free of a 

little cold that has hung about me this 
while paſt, and though far from being ſe- 
vere, yet it is ſomewhat obſtinate in going 
intirely off, for which I continue to take 
almoſt every night bran water and raiſins, 
which does me great ſervice. You may 
juſtly 
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juſtly think I am at much pains and care 
about myſelf; I truly think ſo too; but 
that does not uſe to be Ay my fault, only of 


late I begin to be mighty dainty of myſelf; 
becauſe I think my life, in the preſent un- 


happy A of our affairs, may be oY 
d 


ſome, ng ſeryice to you and the c 
dren': Fae 1s all my anxiety | for living, 
the caufe. that 2 41 me to take io. much 
care of myſelf; but if the weather prove as 
vourahle ab it has been the feveral day 4 
aſt, hope to have the fatisfaction to LO 
to fee you next week, -and t to ſtay with you 
two or three days. | 
Counteſs Home was here” Satidddy fore- 
noon, and took Mrs. Hewit, the. children, 
and I, out in her coach, for an airing : ſhe's 
a very qbliging, friendly woman, and you 
are a might favourite of hers and Mrs. 
Winter's, which recommends them much 
to me. Pray let me either have the Italian 
novel, or what part you have tranſcribed, 
J fancy it will be agreeable to read. Whe 
I can light on any diyerting book, I fh 
certainly fend it to you: alas, you ſtand tao 
much in need of amuſements in the difwal 
ſolitude you're confined to; but, dear Mr. 
Stewart, keep up your heart, and, above 
all things, truſt in God, and all things 
will go well with Jou, and eee 
| wath me. 
| | 35 


2 | 
The children are very well; I bleſs God. 


I expect a long letter 2 vou by the 
bearer of this; be affured, that tl longer 


your letters ate, they are always. the more 
agreeable. Adieu, dear Mr. Stewart. 1 ever 
am, with the utmoſt tenderneſs * affec- 


gion, m yours, 
Air Jaxx DovGas Srewant. k 
e eb — 


Wur two thts you ſent, vat be ente 
fully mended. 
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10 0 2 NE R XXX. 
Lady JAxE DoveLas to. Mr. PELHAM. 


ditis 


SIR, 


F I meant to porta you, I ſhould ill 

deſerve the generous compaſhon which 
I was informed ſome months ago you ex- 
preſs'd, upon being acquainted with. my 
diſtreſs. I take this as the leaſt troubleſome 
way of thanking you, and deſiring you to 
lay my application before the King in ſuch 
a light, as your own humanity will ſuggeſt. 
I cannot tell my ſtory without ſeeming to 
complain of one of whom I never will com- 
plain. I am perſuaded my brother wiſhes 
me well, but from a miſtaken reſentment, 
upon a creditor of mine demanding from 
him a trifling ſum, he has ſtopt the annuity 
which he had always paid me.—My father 
having left me, his only younger child, in 
a manner unprovided for. 

Till the Duke of Douglas is ſet right, 
which I'm confident he will be, I am deſti- 
tute. —Preſumptive heireſs of a great eſtate 
and family, with two children, I want 
bread. —Your own nobleneſs of mind will 
make you feel how much 1t coſts me to beg, 


— from the king. My birth, and the 
attach- 


( 73 ) 
attachment of my. family, I flatter myſelf; 
his Majeſty is not unacquainted with; 
ſhould he think me an object of his royal 
bounty, my heart won't ſuffer any bounds 
to be ſet to my gratitude z and, give me 
leave to ſay, my ſpirit won't ſuffer me to be 
burdenſome to his Majeſty; longer than my 
cruel neceſſity compels me. 

I little thought of ever being reduced to 
petition 1n this way; your goodneſs will 
therefore excuſe me, if I have miſtaken the 
manner, or ſaid any thing improper. 

Though perſonally unknown to you, I 
rely upon your interceſſion; the conſciouſ- 
neſs of your own mind, in having done ſo 
good and charitable a deed, will be a better 
return than the perpetual thanks of, Sir, 
your moſt obliged, moſt faithful, and moſt 
obedient ſervant, 


JANE DoucLas STEWART; 


St. James's Place, 
May 15, 1750. 5 
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CET TER XXL 
From Mr, PELHAM to Lady JANE 
DovGLas. 


Mapan, Arlington- ſtreet, Aug. 3d, 1750. 
HAVE the pleaſure now to acquaint 
you, that his Majeſty has been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to approve of the humble re- 
queſt which I laid before-him, and to order 
me to pay you three hundred pounds a-year, 
as long as your Ladyſhip's ſituation ſhall 
make ſuch an aſſiſtance from his Majeſty's 
bounty neceſlary for your fupport. This 
method will, I flatter myſelf, be moſt agree- 
able to you, as the whole ſum will come to 
you without fees or deductions; and no 
further trouble now remains to your Lady- 
ſhip, than to authoriſe your agent to re- 
ceive it from my hands, the firſt half year 
of which I ſhall be ready to pay to your or- 
der any time after next Michaelmas. What- 
ever ſhare J may have had in procuring to 
your Ladyſhip this mark of the King's 
goodneſs, cannot but be very pleaſing to 


me, as it furniſhes me with an opportunity 


of teſtifying the great reſpect with which I 
have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTERS 


Lady Jang DoucLas to the Earl of 
5 MoR TON, of 


My Loro, London, Dec. 22, 1750. 


OME months ago I did myſelf the ho- 
nour to write your Lordſhip, acquaint- 

ing you, that I had good reaſon to believe 
the King was graciouſly diſpoſed to grant me 
ſome relief, having received the application 
made to him in the moſt favourable man- 
ner. I have now the pleaſure to acquaint 
your Lordſhip, that his Majeſty has been 
graciouſly pleaſed to appoint me three hun- 
dred pounds a-year; and Mr. Pelham, 
without my taking the liberty to deſire it, 
was ſo extremely humane and good, as to 
pay up a hundred and fifty of it before it 
became due, knowing my diſtreſsful ſitua- 
tion. I could not have been ſo far wanting 
in duty and gratitude to you, my Lord, as 
not to have informed you of this long tre 
now, but that I ſtill expected from poſt to 
| an anſwer to my former letter; being 
deeply impreſſed, as I mentioned in my laſt, 
that whatever good fortune has befallen me, 
1s entirely owing to your Lordſhip's great 
and uncommon goodneſs to me, elſe I ſhould 
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have been out of the way of receiving any, 
ſtill at Reims, and there, long before this 
time, without credit, and in the moſt de- 
lorable condition. Judge then, my Lord, 
hat my ſenſe of your goodneſs 1s, and 
what my gratitude ought to be: I'm ſure 
my heart 1s full of it, but I have not words 
to expreſs the half of what I feel on this 
occaſion. My Lady Irwin, to whom I owe 
a thouſand obligations, and to whom I often 
ſpeak my ſentiments with regard to your 
Lordſhip, can better than I am capable, ac- 
quaint you with what I cannot find expref- 
ſions fit to repreſent to you myſelf. Her 
Ladyſhip, according to her continued fa- 
vour for me, did me the honour to intro- 
duce me laſt Friday to the King, who was 
graciouſly pleaſed to receive me with pecu- 
liar marks of good will and kindneſs: Lady 
Irwin, who is acquainted with courts, ai- 
ſured me, that the greateſt favourite could 
not have had a more favourable reception, 
tor which I ſhall ever retain a laſting grati- 
tude. Next Sunday I am to be introduced 
by her Ladyſhip to the Prince and Princeſs 
ot Wales, and the Friday following, to the 
Duke, and Princeſs Amelia. Excuſe the 
length of this letter, and do me the juſtice 
to believe that I am, with the higheſt 
eſteem and the greateſt regard, my Lord, 
your aer s moſt grateful and maſt 
obedient 


Ti 
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obedient ſervant, and moſt affectionate 
couſin, 


JANE Dou LAS STEWART. 


January 5th, 1751. 


I began the incloſed to your Lordſhip 
ſome Days ago, but was not able to finiſh 
it till this day, as you'll fee by the different 
dates, being ſeized with a very ſevere cold. 

Permit me to offer my beſt compliments 
to Lord Aberdour, and to Lady Mary Doug- 
las: I can't end this, without wiſhing them 
and your Lordſhip a great number of happy 
years. It ſhall ever be my earneſt prayer 
and wiſh, that ſingular and diſtinguiſhed 
bleſſings may be the lot of my Lord Mor- 
ton, and the lot of his children. | 

Mr. Stewart offers his reſpectful compli- 
ments to your Lordſhip, and to Lord Aber- 
dour and Lady Mary. 

When you honour me with a letter, 
which I long much for, dire& for me at 
Mr. Murray's at St, James's Place. | 


5 


LETTER XXXUL 
Lady Jang DoucLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear Ms. STEWART, Saturday. 


HAVE this moment the pleaſure of 
yours, but I have ſome diſquiet that 
your cold is not yet quite removed. For 
Hcaven's ſake, take care of your health, ſo 
dear to me. 

Your generous concern and grief for the 
death of the Prince of Wales, I join heartily 
with you 1n, and in your ſympathy with 
the greatly diſtreſſed Princeſs. 

I intended this ſhould have been a very 
long letter, but that is impoſſible at ſuch a 
confuſed time. On Monday I expect to 
make it out; for I do aſſure you, it gives 
me great pleaſure when I have matter ſuf- 
ficient to make out a long letter to you; it 
is next to the joy of talking to you, which 
I am deprived of now; but this I don't re- 
pine at, it being my perfect and conſtant 
belief, that whatever wiſe and bounteous 
Providence allots, is ſurely moſt certainly 


for the beſt. 


I am ever yours, 


J. D. 8. 
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L E TT ER XXIXIV. 
Lady IAN RE Dou LAS to Mr. STEWART. 


DAR Ms. STEWART, Monday. 


HE account you gave me yeſterday 

of your being ſo well entertained 
the day before, afforded me much pleaſure. 
I'm ſure all your gueſts were greatly regaled 
and pleaſed with the agreeable manner you 
received and entertained them; ſo young 
Leſlie told me laſt night, and added, that 
he never ſaw you in ſuch high ſpirits as you 
were that day, which much ſupported 
mine, which, thanks be to God, are never 
very low; but what he ſaid of your being 
the anchove of the company, (as was for- 
merly ſaid of Dr. Garth) made them un- 
commonly high, as if I had taken caſtor 
drops; may yours always be ſo, and flow 
high without the help of any cordial. 

What you ſay of Lord Glencairn's man- 
ner of receiving and anſwering your propo- 
ſal, I think very well of, and am of opinion 
it promiſes well for his intention to ſerve 
you. 

Truſt you in God, and there is no fear 
of you, ſome one way or other Providence 
will point out to give deliverance, 


Cn 
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LS T T 1 R IXEZV. 
Lady JANE DoucLas to Mr. STEWART: 


Dear MR. STEWART, Wedneſday Morning. 


HAVE juſt now read your letter over 
with great pleaſure, and with ſatisfac- 
tion, and am ſet down to anſwer it: The 
whole contents of it are wrote with good 
ſenſe, ſentiment, and judgment ; and that 
part upon Providence, and the unerring” 
and unſearchable wiſdom and goodnels of 
Almighty God, charms me beyond mea- 
ſure ; by which I ſee plainly the goodneſs 
of your heart in religious matters. May 
theſe good inclinations ever grow, which 
are alone capable to make one happy. 
The little men are, I bleſs God, very 


kappy-. 
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Lady JANE DouvGLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Dear Ms. STEWART, Saturday: 


SAW the two Miſs Gunnings, whom 
Lady Tyrauley had invited on purpoſe 
that I might ſee them: they are exceſſively 
charming; no wonder they gain the admi- 
ration of every body who ſees them, and 
that ſprightly Mr. Walker was ſmote ; and 
I do think they don't want a good ſhare of 
ſenſe ; and I don't think they are much af- 
fected; I have ſeen many who have no title 
to half their charms much more ſo. 

You were much inquired after by Lady 
Tyrauley and Counteſs of Buchan yeſter- 
day; I made the propereſt anſwer to their 
compliments I could. 

The little ones and I are, I bleſs God, 
very well. 


M 
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LETTE R XXXVI. 
Lady Jang DoucLas to Mr. STEWART, 


Doan Mx. STEwaART, 


OL fee by the news papers, that 

Duke Hamilton is married to the 

youngeſt Miſs Gunning, ſhe's a charming 
pretty creature, and generally well ſpoke of. 


I am ever yours. 
J.D.S. 
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LETTER XXVII. 
Lady Ja NE DoucLas to Mr. ST EAR Tr. 


DAR MR. STEwaRT, Sunday Night. 


INCE I had the pleaſure of ſeeing you, 

I have had the ſatisfaction of receiving 
your two kind acceptable letters, but beang 
from home, could anſwer neither of them 
till juſt now; and though late, I begin my 
letter to aſſure you, that I give the utmoſt 
attention to what you write as to my man- 
ner of travelling, and ſhall with pleaſure 
obſerve all your rules, only in return, be 
ſo kind to me, as not to have too much 
anxiety about me; doubt not my care of 
myſelf, and of our dear little ones; 

A liſt of my debts I ſhall ſend in my 
next, or, rather leave it incloſed in a letter 
to you for Grinlay to deliver. 

Dear Mr. Stewart, take care of yourſelf, 
and be chearful and eaſy, as you wou'd 
oblige and make happy your ever tenderly 
affectionate 


JANE DouGLAS STEWART. 
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LETTE R -XXXIX. 
Lady JaxE DovecLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Drar Mr. STEWART, Edinburgh 18. 
AM now in my own country once 
more, and, bleſſed be God, arrived 
there in perfect ſafety, and in perfect good 
health; the children too are mighty well, 
and in great good ſpirits, dehghted with 

every thing they ſee; and the people, as 
we came along, and here, ſeem, in indul- 
gence to me, to be highly delighted with 

them. 

We came to town yeſterday the 17th, fo 
that our journey was not a tedious one, and 
was a very agreeable one in all reſpects, 
only the want of you was a painful circum- 
ſtance, and could not fail to give me abun- 
dance of uncaly thoughts; but I aſſure you, 
dear Mr. Stewart, I don't indulge them, on 
the contrary, F baniſh them from me, and 
good reaſon I have to do fo, fince I am con- 
ident that every thing will come out very 
happily for you and I, if we but truſt and 
reſign ourſelves intirely to the will and 
pleaſure of Almighty God. 

I had the pleaſure, on my arrival, to re- 
ceive your welcome letter from Mr. Col- 

ville; 
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ville ; I hope all your expectations ſhall be 
anſwered, to the full of your utmoſt wiſh. 

I have nothing as yet to write, havin 
ſeen nobody; but ſhall negle& no occaſion 
of writing to you, and I very well know 
how punctual you are. Madam Hewit held 
out bravely, ſhe is exceſſively much your 
affectionate humble ſervant, and I am more 
tenderly and affectionately yours than I am 
able to expreſs. 


J. D. S. 


Since wrote this, Lady Mary Hamilton 
is come in, and ſends you her affectionate 
compliments. 


— 
* - 


* — 
— 


* 


F = 


© Ko —<a<@A—— 4 - 


— - 


"RM . I 
—— 


— 
. 


L 
Dh 
1 lt. 


= — * 
- . * 


( 86 ) 


| C2 T TER N. 
Lady Jane DoucLas to Mr. STEWART: 


Edinburgh, September 3d, 1752. 

Dzar Mx. STEWART, 

Received your welcome letter laſt poſt; 
with Mr. Farquhar's poſtſcript ; the aſ- 
ſurance he gives me of your being in per- 
fect health, and good ſpirits, gives me in- 
expreſſible joy and ſatisfaction; may that 
agreeable news be long continued to me, 
which will make me always happy. 

Have no concern about what falls due 
the end of this month, I took proper care 
before I left London, to recommend that 
matter to a ſpecial friend, and am to write 
ſoon to another about it; 

Don't be uneaſy and impatient becauſe I 
cannot yet write of any thing that is mate- 
rial, but reſt content and aſſured, that I 
have, and wall neglect no occaſion of doing 
every thing that 1s expedient and fit.to be 
done in the preſent poſture of our aſtairs ; 
many of our friends are out of town, but [ 
expect ſome of them ſoon, particularly, 
Lord Milton, who drank tca with me, and 
fat a long time with me before he went to 
Kintire or Inverara, and ſhewed me the 

moſt, 


687) 
moſt cordial affection and friendſhip that 
ever he had done in his life., 

The children, I bleſs God, enjoy perfect 
good health, and are in good ſpirits; they 
are mightily careſſed here; little Archie is 
thought very like yau. 

Lady Mary Hamilton enquires always 

very kindly after you, ſhe's much your 

humble ſervant, as Mr. Hamilton is. I'm 
mighty well lodged, and commodiouſlly, at 
Mrs. Maitland's houſe in Biſhop's Land, 
and at a pretty eaſy rate, it being the va- 
cance. 
Counteſs of Stair, and Mrs. Primroſe en- 
quired moſt obligingly for you. Mrs. Hewit 
ſends you her N N kind compli- 
ments. Adieu, dear Stewart, I 2 
my next ſhall be fuller of matter; in the 
mean time, I am, and ever ſhall be moſt 
tenderly and affectionately yours, 


J. D. 8. 
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Fr 
Lady Jax E Dou LAS to Mr. STEWART. 


Edinburgh, Sept. 20. 1752, N. $. 
DAR Mx. STEwarrT, 


HIS is the fourth letter I have wrote 
to you fince I came here, I hope 
they're come ſafe to your hands; I would 
have wrote oftener, as it is the greateſt 
pleaſure I can have at ſo great a diſtance 
from you ; but all my friends and acquaint- 
ances are in the country, except a very 
few, ſo that my affairs go at preſent but 
ſlowly on, which makes me write the ſel- 
domer, having nothing as yet material to 
acquaint you of; I think your letters come 
ſlowly on too; theſe three poſts I have been 
looking for that ſatisfaQtion, but 1t is not 
yet come; and I have anſwered each of 
your letters punctually, that I have received 
ſince I came to Scotland. | 
I have yet had no anſwer to the letter 1 
wrote immediately on my arrival here, to 
a perſon who is near my brother's perſon, 
in order to be ſhewn to him: I therefore 
deſign to write directly to my brother him- 
ſelf, to ſee what effects that may have. I 
have not yet got an aufwer to the letter I 
6 wrote 


( 8g ) 
wrote to Mrs. Duncan of Lundie, I expect 
it every day: I much with to know what 
influence yours has had on your brother. 
Laſt Sunday I went to ſee your couſin Mrs: 
Betty Leſly, ſhe received me with the ut- 
moſt kindneſs, and ſpoke of you in the moſt 
obliging and affectionate manner; ſhe would 
have prevented my waiting on her, but juſt 
after my coming here, her ſiſter Lady Bal- 
gowan died. 

This day Archie and Sholto are to begin 
to learn to read by one Warden, recom- 
mended by the Counteſs of Stair as one that 
teaches well, and brings children forward 
in a ſhort time. I told them I was writing 
to you, and they both prayed me to give 
their duty to their papa. 

I din'd laſt Monday with Mr. Ker *, our 
parliament man, he's married to my coutin 
Betty Kerr; you was kindly remembered 
by them, and your health, and the chil- 
drens, drunk with great marks of affection. 
I intend to write again by Saturday's poſt ; 
in mean time, I muſt bid you, dear Mr. 
Stewart, adieu. I am, with the utmoſt af- 
fection, yours, 


J. D. 8. 


* Mr. James Ker, an eminent jeweller, formerly 
member of parliament for the city of Edinburgh, and 
much in the confidence of the late Mr, Pelham. 


N 


—— 


e 
rr r 


N » 'S 
S4- © 2 = 


— 2 ++ 


22 


OE. 
* » A - == . 


272 „ "rn 2. * — 1 2 * — = 
— E LE 2d 
8 E ada; 3 ER 2 


( 90 


TE TNT ER MAL 
Lady JaxeE DouGLas to Mr. STEWART, 


DAR MR. STEWART, 


* not a little uneaſy that you're quite 
out of money. 1 am at preſent making 
it my endeavour to purchaſe a ſmall ſum, 
which, if I ſucceed, which I hope I ſhall, 
you ſhall ſoon ſhare of it. In the mean 
time, my heart is full of the warmeſt gra- 
titude to that good man, your faithful friend, 
Capt. Cockburn, for his uncommon friend- 
ſhip and civilities to you; and I flatter my- 
ſelf, that you and I ſhall have it in our 
power, and that ſoon too, to ſhew him the 
ſenſe we have of his great goodneſs. Tho' 
ſuch kind offices, as his has been to you 
theſe many months paſt, are hardly poſſible 
ever to be repaid, offer him my grateful 
and regardful compliments. 

I have wrote a moſt affectionate, and 
even a moſt ſubmiſſive letter laſt Thurſday 
to my brother; what the reſult may be, I 

annot yet determine; when I can learn, 
you ſhall be informed: in the mean time, 
keep up your ſpirits, and truſt in God's 
great goodneſs, as I do; and, as I am, be 
intirely eaſy and happy. I really am ſtrongly 
* 
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impreſſed, that we ſhall ſoon get ſome de- 
liverance out of our preſent calamitous 
ſtate; but whatever happens, I am wholly 
reſigned and ſatisfied, ſince you are in good 
health, as I and our little ones are. What 
cauſe have we then to grieve ? Put that far 
from you, I beſeech you, dear Mr. Stewart. 

Pray don't be diſcouraged that you are ſo 
long of hearing from Lundie; he is not yet 
arriv'd, and l'm afraid his . in Ireland 
have been more troubleſome than he ex- 
pected, and to have detained him long; 
but I hope they'll come out well at laſt: I 
can't but intereſt myſelf in that good man's 
concerns; and his wife too has been my 
long tried, conſtant friend. Mrs, Hewit 
ſends you her beſt compliments and good 
wiſhes. She and I, and the children, are 
happy 1n being here, out of the ſmoke of 
the town. All my regret is, that you are 
not here, Which would make every thing 
to a with: but we'll meet when Heaven 
pleaſes, and that's enough. Poor Mrs. 
Hewit has almoſt as much anxiety for that 
happy event as I have. Adieu, dear Mr. 
Stewart. I ever am, in the tendereſt man- 
ner, yours. 


J. D. STEWART. 


N 2 Dr. 
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Dr. Clerk * is as kind as ever, but is 
much in the country, having few patients 
in town. You may judge the children's 
indiſpoſition and my own were very flight, 
when I neither called Clerk nor Eccles; but 
Mr. Eccles has, ſince my arrival, come 
every day to ſce me; never was there a 
kinder, nor a better man. Alſo, Dr. Dun- 
das is exceſſively kind and obliging ; in- 
quired in the kindeſt manner for you, and 
ordered a medicine for me when I was a 
little ill; comes conſtantly to ſee me, but 
will take no money. Eccles too aſks after 
you in the moſt obliging way. 


A very eminent phyſician at Edinburgh, and the 
conſtant comps nion of all the men of rank in his time 
who were diſtinguiſhed for their learning or their wit 
and humour. He had a ſingularly good memory and 
an inexhauſtible fund of entertaining ſtories, which he 
uſed to tell with a ſhrewd gravity which gave them a 
high reliſh. After a very long and ſucceſsful practice 
he dropt off in a freſh old age, while he was reading 
his favourite Horace, 
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LETTER XIII. 
Lady Jane Dou LAS to Mr. STEWART, 


Hope-Park, 15th November, 17 52. 
DAR Ms. SrEwARTr, 


Received your letter laſt Tueſday, and 
would have anſwered it the very next 
poſt, if I had had any thing material or 
mighty ſatisfactory to lay ; but as that does 
not happen to be the preſent caſe, (but in 
due time it will come) I delayed writing till 
this poſt, laſt week the holy ſacrament being 
given in Edinburgh, in all the churches, 
which 1s juſt in my neighbourhood, 

It grieves me beyond meaſure, dear Mr. 
Stewart, that you're ſo low in money, and 
that I have as yet got none to ſend you; 
eſpecially, as the time of your getting ſome 
liberty 1s ſo near approaching. Pm truly 
diſquieted about this, but to help it is at 
preſent entirely out of my power. How- 
ever, I'm not idle in endeavouring to raiſe 
a {mall ſum, (a great one is impracticable) 
and when Pm happy enough to accompliſh 
it, you ſhall immediately ſhare in whatever 
it 18. In the mean time, keep up your ſpi- 
rits, which your letter aſſures me you do, 
which charms me, as all of it does, ſave 
that part relating to money matters. 

As 
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As to your anxicty about my living in 
the country, imputing it entirely to occo- 
nomy, which J do aflure you is the leaſt 
conſideration ; my dear children's and my 
own health being the chief motive that 
made me leave Edinburgh, ncither they 
nor I agreeing with the place. We were 
truly indiſpoſed almoſt all the while we 
were in town; and Sholto had a little fever 
upon him when I brought him here: he 1s 
now, I bleſs God, very well and hearty ; 
but it was full time to leave a place that 
impaired our health; but for all that, I 
made no great haſte to leave it, being eight 
weeks in town, lodging in the beſt houſe 
in it in Biſhop's Land, where I faw all my 
friends and acquaintances that were then 1n 
town; nor will they grudge to ſtep a quar- 
ter of a mile out of it to fee me here, and 
when I chooſe to wait on them, a chair can 
carry me in five minutes. 

I hope, after reading theſe reaſons, you'll 
be perſuaded that it is beſt for me to live in 
the country: ſo, pray be ſatisfied and eaſy 
as to that article. 

Adicu, dear Mr. Stewart, be happy and 
eaſy in your preſent circumſtances ; for Pro- 
vidence will, I truft, deliver us out of our 

diſtreſſes in due time. Depend on this, and 
on the moſt tender affection and love of 
your 


J. D. 8. 
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Archy and Sholto ſend you their humble 
duty. They ſpeak frequently of you, and 
are perpetually writing letters to you, eſpe- 
cially Archy, it is his chief employment. 

Mrs. Nelly, in the moſt affectionate man- 
ner, {ends you her beſt compliments; ſhe 
longs much to ſee you, and if her prayers 
and mine are heard, you'll ſoon be here. 
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CE TT ER INV. 
Lady Jang DovcLas to Mr. STEWART 


Hope-Park, 18th November 1752. 
Dear Mx. STEwarT, 


Received the pleaſure of your letter of 
the I1th yeſterday, in which you com- 
plain of my being become mighty lazy. I 
confeſs, I did not write for ſix days, but 
that was occafioned by the holy ſacrament's 
being given in all the churches of Edin- 
burgh, which ſolemnity I had the honour 
to attend; ſo my not writing proceeded 
from no unkindneſs nor careleſſneſs about 
you, dear Mr. Stewart; and pray obſerve 
my preſent punctuality in an{wering your 
laſt letter, this being the day after I re- 
ceived it. | 
I went to the afſembly this laſt Thurſ- 
day, the King's birth-day being folemnized 
here on that day, becauſe the week before 
was ſet apart on account of the holy ſacra- 
ment. I deal not much in public diver- 
ſions, it would ill become me as you're in 
confinement ; but our dear little ones and I 
as well as you, are under ſuch great obli- 
gations to his Majeſty, that I thought it 
my indiſpenſible duty to be preſent on the 
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day that was appointed for ſolemnizing his 
birth-day, that I might by that demonſtra- 
tion, expreſs publicly to the world, the 
ſenſe I have of his Majeſty's great goodneſs 
to me and mine; and for that reaſon, I took 
the children along with me; and I cannot 
really expreſs the warm and kind reception 
we met with from the whole aſſembly, 
which was extremely crowded and full of 
company. Archy and Sholto behaved to a 
wonder, and were careſſed beyond meaſure. 
I thought the people would have eat them 
up; and very many that I did not know, 
complimented me upon their account, and 
upon my being returned to my own coun- 
try; ſo that I wanted nothing to make me 
perfectly happy on this occaſion, but your 
being there to ſhare in my ſatisfaction, and 
ſo to make it compleat. 

I made Mr. Linn of Gorgie introduce me 
to my Lord Advocate's Lady, who was di- 
rectreſs that night; ſhe received my com- 
pliments better than I deſerved. The ad- 
voeate is one of my beſt friends. I'm un- 
der great obligations to him, which I'm 
fond of, as I look upon him as a very va- 
luable man, as well as a perſon of weight 
and greatly eſteemed. Lord Home, Lord 
Napier and Mr. Linn, and many others, 
aſked kindly for you; ſo you ſee you're not 


forgot here. 
Q Take 


"= 
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Take no care about my managing mate- 
rial matters in a right manner: my ſub- 
miſſions to my brother, and all the affec- 
tionate demonſtrations I can poſſibly ſhow 
him, are right to be done. Thete cannot, 
and ſhall not hurt my intereſt, but pro- 
mote it. 

I'm exceſſively forry that our good friend 
Captain Cockburn has been fo ill: J hope 


to hear by your next, that his health is en- 


tirely reſtored : he has my beſt wiſhes for 
that, and for every thing elſe that may be 
agrecable to him. Offer him my beſt com- 
pliments, and tell him from me, he has 
the prayers of all the miniſters in our 
churches every. Sabbath day, which are, 
that God may ſpare all uſeful valuable lives: 
without any Hattery, he is amongſt that 
number. 

J have not yet got the money borrowed, 
but am doing my endeavour for that pur- 
poſe. It gneves me to think how you are 
put to it at prefent, May God in his great 
mercy lend us relief. 

Mrs. Nelly offers yon her moft affec- 
tionate comphments, Archy his humble 
duty, but Sholto is not at leiſure to fend 
you any, he did in my laft. He is, bletied 
be God, quite well again, as we are all. 

Prey take care of yourtclt, and keep up 

Your 
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your ſpirits ; all will be well if we ſubmit 
and have patience. 
This is a long letter Pm ſure, but very 


undiſtinctly wrote. Excuſe it, dear Mr. 
Stewart, and accept of my beſt wiſhes, and 
of the tendereſt and affectibnate regard of 


your 
J. DeoucLas STEWART. 
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LE T/T ER W. 
Lady Jang DoucLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Hope-Park, November 28th, 1 52. 
Dear MR. STEWART, 


FIND it a matter more difhcult than 
1 J imagined, the raiſing any money 
here; though but a very ſmall ſum I de- 
manded, it has not yet been in my power 
to procure it, but I am ſtill in hopes to 
ſucceed. In the mean time, I am much 
perplexed and uneaſy with this diſappoint- 
ment, chiefly on your account, too well 
knowing how much you want a ſupply. 
But pray don't be diſcouraged, dear Mr. 
Stewart, at theſe rubs, and little ſtrokes of 
ill-fortune; all will, I hope, go well with 
us, if we behave with patience and reſigna- 
tion to the wiſe Diſpoſer and Orderer of all 
things. It 1s our intereſt as well as duty in 
all circumſtances, and in all ſituations, to 
have ſuch a ſubmiſſive diſpoſition of mind 
to the Almighty power, who governs all 
affairs, and who can do no wrong. 

Dr. Clerk was here the other morning. 
He's juſt in his uſual friendly way to me, 
and lKeways in regard to you, ſpeaking a 
great deal of you with the greateſt friend- 
ihip imaginable. 0) 


Give 


„ . 


Give my beſt compliments to our valu- 
able friend Captain Cockburn and to Mr. 
Mackercher. I hope the Captain's health is 
perfectly reſtored, and that Mr. Macker- 
cher's affairs are going on in a manner that 
all good people wiſhes, 

We are well here, bleſſed be God, and 
our dear little ones in good health and ſpi- 
rits; they both ſend you their humble duty, 
and Mrs. Nelly her moſt affectionate com- 
pliments. Adieu, dear Mr. Stewart. Keep 
up your ſpirits; that and your health is my 
greateſt concern; while theſe are in good 
condition, nothing can diſquiet your ever 
tenderly affectionate 


JANE DouGLAs STEWART. 
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Lady JANE DoucLas to Mr. STEWART. 


- 


Hope-Park, 5th December 1752. 
Dex Mr. STEWART, 

Received the pleaſure of your welcome 
letter of the 2 5th of November laſt 
Thurſday, ſome part of which was mighty 
agreeable ; that of your aſſuring me that 
you are in perfect health and in good ſpi- 
rits, 1s beyond all the happineſs any thing 

in this world can poſſibly beſtow on me. 
Upon the Dutcheſs of Hamilton's com- 
ing to town, I went to pay her a viſit, but 
was refuted acceſs, the Duke having wrote 
to my brother to demand of him, in caſe I 
offered a viſit to the Dutcheſs, whether it 
would be agreeable to the Duke of Douglas, 
that it ſhould be accepted or not: in anſwer 
to which, my brother wrote, that he by no 
means pretended to dictate or lay down rules 
to the Duke of Hamilton; but ſince he in- 
tended never to ſee his ſiſter, he would take 
it well and kindly, if Hamilton did not ſee 
her: upon which account my viſit was not 
received, This Dr. Clerk came out here 
th' other day and told me, having read my 
brother's letter to Hamilton, who has gained 
no honour nor credit by this low ſycophant- 


ing 


41 


ing procedure; on the contrary, all the 
good and diſintereſted wife part of mankind 
look upon him with abhorrence and deteſ- 
tation, reckoning him the meaneſt, as well 
as wickedeft of mortals, who, by ſuch un- 
quſt practices, endeavours to widen the 
breach between a brother and a ſiſter ; and 
by that means, to ſee, if poſſible, to place 
himſelf in the ſiſter's room, who is un- 
doubtedly the lawful heir. Pray don't let 
this piece of news trouble you : the flattery 
is ſo groſs, I hope it will rather be of ſer- 
vice than any hurt to me; it only ſhows a 
very mean bad heart, of which there are 
t00 many at preſent in the world. 


Adieu, ever yours, 


. D. 8. 
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| LETT E K aL 
Lady Jang DoucLas to Mr. STEWART, 


Edinburgh, Auguſt 27th, 1752 


DAR Ms. STEwanrr, 
HAD the pleaſure to write to you the 
next day after my arrival here, and 


allo to receive t letters from you, which 


gave me great comfort. I now more than 
ever feel the joy 1t gives me to hear from a 
friend from a far country, and-am ſure 
you'll give me that ſatisfaction, dear Mr. 
Stewart often, knowing your tenderneſs 
and your punctualneſs, even when I was at 
a leſs diſtance. I have nothing as yet con- 
ſiderable to write to you from this: only I 
was received, and our dear little ones, by 
all my relations and acquaintances now 1n 
town, with great marks of friendſhip and 
affection. Lord Milton was remarkably 
friendly and kind, came immediately to ſee 
me, though in a great hurry preparing to 
go to Inverara to the Duke of Argyle, who 
is at preſent there. He appeared mighty 
fond of the children, who behaved ex- 
tremely well, and with great vivacity and 


ſpirit. 
I ſhall once or twice a-Week write, and 


let you know how matters go. In the 
mean 
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mean time, dear Mr, Stewart, be perfectly 
eaſy, and keep up your ſpirits, for all will 
be well, and my happineſs depends upon 
your eaſe of mind. | 

Mr. Hamilton and Lady Mary ſupp'd 
with me th* other night ; they ſpoke with 
a great deal of eſteem of you, and drank 
your health with much cordial affection. 

The children are perfectly well, I bleſs 
God. 


I ever am yours. 


J. D. 8. 
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From Lady JANE DOUGLAS % —. 


SIR, 


1 Received the favour of both your letters: 
that juſt on my arrival in Edinburgh, 
and the other ſome weeks ago. It gives 
me inexpreſſible pain, to find by them, 
that my brother continues ſtill inflexible; 
nay, ſeems to be more than ever incenſed 
againſt me, notwithftanding that I have 
made him all the ſubmiſſions, by writing 
in the moſt humble, as well as affectionate 
manner, and in giving up my papers, which 
were of great conſequence and advantage 
to me to have kept; yet, to pleaſe him, I 
have reſigned them, without being com- 
pelled by any other motive, than my in- 
clination to do every thing that might con- 
tribute to his ſatisfaction, if happily, by 
theſe conceſſions, I might gain back his fa- 
vour again, which is all my deſire, and the 
utmoſt of my withes. Let him give his 
riches to whom he pleaſes, even to thoſe 
that meanly and diſhonourably court him 
for it, — amazing that he does not ſec through 
their ſelfiſh views, ſo manifeſt to all the 
vorld beſides, and which every wile and 
honeſt man have 1 in the utmoſt abhorrence 
7 and 
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and deteſtation! I pray God to open his 
es, and to pardon thoſe that are going on 
in ſuch diſhoneſt and wicked practices: they 
are as much my brother's enemies as mine, 
who conduct themſelves in this manner. 

I muſt acquaint you with a pretty odd 
procedure in Mr, Archibald Stuart *, I 
gave him my papers to deliver to my bro- 
ther: Mr. Stuart received them from my 
hands with remarkable tranſports of joy : a 
very ſtrange demonſtration to ſhew before 
me, who muſt ſuffer ſo much in my intereſt 
by delivering them up. But this is the 
time of my ſuffering all kinds of diſtreſſes, 
even inſults too. 

Mr. Stuart promiſed, without my deſir- 
ing it of him, to uſe his warmeſt endea- 
vours to perſuade my brother to reſtore to 
me the 30, ooo merks which he had for- 
merly made me a preſent of, which paper I 
gave up amongſt the reſt. He alfo aſſured 
me he would do all in his power to inchne 
my brother to reſtore back the 300 l. with- 
held theſe few years paſt. I thanked Mr. 
Stuart for theſe fair promiſes, d deſtred 
him to preſs that matter no farth&” than he 
could do it ſafely for himſelf, not to incur 


my brother's diſpleaſure by any act of friend- 


* Mr. Archibald Stuart, father to Mr. Andrew 
Stuart, agent for Duke Hamilton in* the Douglas 


cauſe; : 
2 ſhip 


( 108 ) 


{hip done to me; begged him to make me 
a report how things went, at his return 
fcom Douglas-caſtle ; but, ſo far from com- 
plying with that juſt and reaſonable requeſt, 
he has never once come near me, nor ſent 
me one ſingle line, tho' I repoſed ſo much 
truſt in him as to give him my papers to 
deliver to my brother, which I gave to 
Stuart on the 27th of October, and now it 
is the 8th of December. I am not ready 
to ſuſpect, or to put bad conſtructions upon 
any perſon's way of acting; but this con- 
duct of Stuart's muſt occaſion various 
thoughts. When I enquire what this gen- 
tleman 1s about, that occupies him fo much, 
that he does not find time to behave with 
common civility and decency where it is 
due, the anſwer I receive is, he 1s conſtantly 
down in the Abbay, conſulting and con- 
triving matters with the Duke of Hamil- 
ton, whoſe behaviour to me I ſuppoſe you 
are not ignorant of; but in caſe you ſhould, 
I ſhall here give you a deſcription of it. 
Upon the Dutcheſs of Hamilton's coming 
to town fi attempted to pay her a viſit, but 
was ret. {cd acceſs, which ſurpriſed me a 
good deal, and yet more, when a gentle- 
man, ſome time after, came and told me, the 
reaſon of it was, that the Duke of Hamil- 
ton had wrote to my brother, demanding 
of him in what manner he ſhould behave, 
in 
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in cafe the Duke of Douglas's ſiſter were to 
offer a viſit to the Dutcheſs of Hamilton; 
to this letter my brother's anſwer was, that 
he did not pretend to dictate to the Duke of 

Hamilton, but as he reſolved never to ſee 
his ſiſter, he would take it well and kindly, 
if the Duke of Hamilton did not ſee her. 
This letter of my brother's Duke Hamilton 
ſhewed the gentleman who told me what 
paſſed, which, amongſt other things, this 
noble Duke ſaid, it was very ſtrange that 
Lady Jane ſhould endeavour to force a viſit 
where it could do no ſervice to her, and a 
great deal of hurt to him.—Such ſenti- 
ments !—The reaſon why Lady Jane ho- 
noured the Dutcheſs of Hamilton with a 
viſit was, becauſe ſhe could not imagine the 
Duke, her ſpouſe, was half ſo mean and 
wicked as he has ſhowed himſelf to be, nor 
that the Duke of Douglas was ſo weak and 
eaſily impoſed upon. My brother little ima- 
gines that he is the dupe in this matter, 
and the ſubject of Duke Hamilton's, and 
all his little creatures deriſion, while all the 
good and wile part of mankind grieve and 
lament to ſee the head of ſuch an ancient 
and noble houſe fallen ſo low. 

Let me know what you think of Stuart's 
condud.—If any has repreſented me in a 
bad light to my brother, it is hard he won't 
permit me to clear myſelf, which I could 
calily 
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Aly do, would he but allow me to be ſo 
happy as to ſee him, or to read my letters. 
I would offer him here my moſt reſpectful 
and moſt affectionate compliments; but, 
perhaps, you dare not venture to own [I 
have wrote to you; and yet he can't be 
angry that I have forced a letter upon you. 
Let him then know that I love and regard 
him, notwithſtanding the manner he has 
choſen to act towards me. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


JANE DoucLas STEWART, 
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LE T'F ER ALIX 
Mrs. CAaRsE to Lady JANE DOUGLAS, 


Mapan, 


7 IS now a very long time ſince I 

gave your Ladyſhip the trouble of 
a line from me, and your ſilence may ſuf- 
ficiently reprove and forbid my preſuming 
to trouble you any more that way ; but 
being ſtrongly attached to your intereſt, I 
can't forbear letting you know how active 
your enemies are againſt you; eſpecially, as 
I'm perſwaded your great genius and ad- 
dreſs may furniſh you with ways and means 
to diſappoint your enemies. 

Some. time ago, I had it from a good 
hand, that a certain elevated fooliſh woman, 
viz. Archibald Stewart's wife, as ſhe was 
holding qut her throng of buſineſs, and 
having nobody to aſſiſt her, as Mr. Stewart 
had five clerks away with him, 1t was aſked 
her, where? ſhe anſwered, To Douglas- 
Caſtle, he having a very great deal of bulintſs 
there; and very ſoon, ſaid ſhe, that great 
and antient houſe, the brag of the world, 
will be quite extinct. How, ſays the per- 
ſon ſhe talked to, has not Lady Jane two 
fine ſons? Ha, ſays ſhe, they'll never be 
owned by his Grace, and all that's poſſible 
0 
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to be done againſt her and hers, will ſoon 
be put in execution, and a great deal to this 
purpoſe. Now, Madam, I don't in the 
leaſt queſtion many people's being very ac- 
tive againſt your Ladyſhip, and againſt the 
intereſt of that illuſtrious houſe ; but I'm 
very hopeful, his Grace won't be their dupe. 
I atture your Ladyſhip, I believe White is 
no friend to your intereſt, nor for the per- 
petuating of the very antient and illuſtrious 
houſe. For I own to you, upon the hear- 
ing of that filly, lifted-up woman's idle 
clatter, I very raſhly took upon me, and 
wrote to his Grace, and told him very 
freely the whole ſtory, and the author; I 
alſo told him, that theſe boys was an evi- 
dence, that a good Providence was taking 
care to keep a ſtem of it alive; that there 
was none upon earth that was come of my 
Lord Marquis his father, or the good Earl 
Angus, his grandfather, but thefe two boys, 
after his Grace and fiſter ; it wholly de- 
pended upon him to ſtrengthen their right, 
and if he did not, or did any thing againſt 
them, it would be the fouleſt blot in his 
character; a good deal more J ſaid very 
plainly, but in a coaxing way. I thought 
it the beſt way to get it put in his hand, to 
give it to I homas Trotter, who would put 
it in Stockbrig's hand; and ſo I deſired Mr. 
Trotter afterwards to inquire at White if 


he 


6 
he knew how his Grace took it. But Mr. 
Trotter ſaid, that he was afraid to inquire, 
for my Lord Duke was ſo exceedingly un- 
eaſy at the hearing of your name, that it 
put him in a ſweat, or made him like to 
faint; but that 1s ſo far an untruth, that to 
Charles Douglas, who officiates for Mr. 
Carſe, he ſpoke of your name ſeveral times, 
and of the Colonel's, as I wrote Mrs. Hewit. 
And I beg pardon for troubling you with 
this long ſtory, and did not rather write it 
to Mrs. Hewit ; but indeed I durſt not put 
it in any hands but your Ladyſhip's, who, 
I hope, will keep it entirely to yourſelf ; 
for if it ſhould take the leaſt air, my ſpeak- 
ing againſt Stewart's wife, it might make 
them a& againſt me, as you know their 
connection with Major Cochrane“; but 
I've ſome apprehenſions White has not de- 
livered my letter; I ſhall ſoon ſearch and 


find it out. I am, &c. 


* Major Cochrane, now Earl of Dundonald, mar- 
ried a daughter of Mr. Archibald Stewart, ſhe being 


a great beauty, 
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L ET TE R L. 
Lady JANE DouGLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Hope-Park, 15 Dec. 1752. 

Dear Ms. STEwaRT, | 
Received the pleaſure of your letter laſt 
night: what you ſay of your being in 
great ſpirits gave me exceſſive joy and ſatiſ- 
faction. May you ever be ſo, and I. ſhall 


ever be ſatisfied and happy. 


Archy and Sholto are very well ; they're 


often ſpeaking of you. How happy would 


you make us all here, were I not afraid, 
that by the unfortunate ſituation of my af- 
fairs, I might be the cauſe of expoſing you 


to danger. 


Pm grieved beyond expreſſion, that at 
this time it is not in my power to raiſe any 
money; but if you can at preſent, get a 
ſupply ſufficient to bring you down, and to 


free my things lying out, I think I ſhall be 


able in a very few months to raiſe a little 


money, and by that means make you a re- 
turn. | | 


N 


LETS MM 
Lady IAN E DoucLas to Mr. STEWART. 


| Hope-Park, 6 February, 1753. 
DAR Ma. STEwaRT, 

ITH the greateſt pleaſure J re- 
ceived your two letters, the one 
the 20th, the other the goth January; par- 
ticularly the laſt, which I got yeſterday; 
you ſeem in it to abound in ſpirits, not- 
withſtanding the many diſappointments you 
have lately met with in money-matters, 
and even though you cannot yet be certain, 
that the raiſing the ſum neceſſary for you 
can be obtained, this fortitude and reſolu- 
tion of yours, amidſt all your own and my 
difficulties, gives me utmoſt joy and ſa- 
tisfaction; and to transfer what will ſup- 
port and augment your good ſpirits, I here 
aſſure you, that it will be in my power, 
pleaſe God, againſt the beginning of the 
month of April, {6 far to make you ealy, 
as to free you of all your ſmall debty in 
London; ſo that, though your own money- 
ſcheme ſhould fail, let this aſſurance I have 
given you, ſerve to keep you from being 

diſcouraged. 
Why are you diſpleaſed, that I regret, 


and am grieved, that I have brought you 
2 Into 
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into incumbrances? I well know your good 


generous heart, and that ſuch things only 
give you pain on my account ; and won't 

ou then allow me fo far to reſemble you, 
as to ſuffer, when I am in this matter the 
occaſion of your ſuffering ? 

Pm concerned for your deafneſs ; pray 
take care to keep very warm in this ſevere 
cold weather. 

Nothing paſles in theſe parts worthy your 
hearing ; the beſt news I have to write 1s, 
that dear little Archy and Sholto are in 
good health and perfect good ſpirits. They 
are often ſpeaking of you, 
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| LE I TE N N 
Lady JANE DouGLas to Mr. STEWART. 


Thurſday, 3 Feb. 22, 1753. 
DAR Mx. STEwarT, 


Received your welcome letter this laſt 
Tueſday, and 1 anſwer it the imme- 
diate poſt following, that I may occaſion, 
dear Mr. Stewart, no more anxious fears, 
by not being ſometimes quite ſo punctual 
as I ought to be. Never blame me after 
this for my anxieties, fince you find how 
impoſſible it is altogether to avoid them; 
but my uneaſinefſes are only in regard to 
thoſe I love, and am intereſted in, in which 
number you are my chief and deareſt con- 
cern. As to other incidents in human life 
which fall out to every body, ſometimes 
proſperouſly, ſometimes adverſe, theſe ſit 
mighty eaſy upon me, as I am ſure a wiſe 
hand, and a hand full of mercy, diſpoſes of 
all our fates, and orders every thing for the 

beſt, ſo I am always ſatisfied and pleaſed. 
At the ſame time I received your letter 
laſt Tueſday, I got one from Lady Lundie, 
which I incloſe here. You'll ſee by it that 
it is not want of friendſhip, kindneſs, nor 
even civility, that occaſions her and her 
huſband's long ſilence, but a certain auk- 
8 ward 
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ward ill-judged fear that a great many 
people have upon their ſpirits, when th 
have no good news to tell, little knowing 
that your ſpirits and mine are able, by the 
ſupporting goodneſs of Almighty God, to 
bear bad tidings. 

Lady Lundie's advice to me is no doubt 
well meant, and with good will to us. I 
don't know how you may reliſh it, but I 
intend to put it in practice in a few days; 
I don't ſee any mighty act of condeſcenſion 
in one lady's writing to another; beſides, 
I can ſtoop at any time to ſerve you. 

Pm ſorry you are ſtill diſappointed in 


raiſing the money ſo neceſſary for you; 


but am ſtill hopeful you ſhall obtain it at 
laſt. It grieves me that it is not in my 
power to aſſiſt you. 

I ſhall be more punctual and frequent in 
my letters hereafter, and I beg you to write 
as often as you can. 

Archie and Sholto are very well, which 
makes me happy, as Pm ſure it will make 
you; and I am in good health and in good 
ſpirits, as, I hope in God, you continue 


to be, the thoughts of which is my beſt'cor- 


dial, and a rich one too, though in other 
things not in mighty affluence; but I truſt 


in God's goodnets, that you and I ſhall be 


provided in what is neceſſary to make us 


live * though not in great wealth. 
Lady 
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Lady Mary Hamilton, Marquis Lothian's 
ſiſter, begg'd me to ſend you her affec- 
tionate compliments. Good Mr. Guſtard 
the miniſter, who I ſee often, remembers 
you always in the kindeſt manner. 


I ever am moſt affe@ionately yours, 


J. D. 8. 
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Lady JANE DoucLas to Lady Mary 
| MENZzIES“. 


EW things could have been more 
agreeable than my dear Lady Mary's 
letter, which I had the honour to receive 


| laſt week. It belongs to me, Madam, to 


make apology for the fault of not writing 
ſooner, which you ſo obligingly charge 
yourſelf with; and I did indeed, imme- 
diately on my arrival in Scotland, intend to 
have wrote to your Ladyſhip ; but various 
things came in the way (not mighty de- 
lightful) which prevented my having that 
agreeable employment; the warm expreſ- 
ſions you honour me with of your con- 
tinued Friendſhip, give me a ſatisfaction 
more eaſy to be imagined than expreſſed ; 
only be aſſured I prize the favour much, 
and value myſelf upon it. 

It gives me great pleaſure to think how 
happy my dear Lady Mary has been theſe 
few months paſt in the company of her bro- 
ther, and ſuch a brother as Mr. Mackenzie 7 


* Lady Mary Menzies, fiſter to the Earl of Bute, 
and lady of Sir Robert Menzies, Baronet. 
+ Mr. Mackenzie, the Hon, James Stuart Mac- 
kenzie, Elq; Lord Privy Seal for Scotland. 
18 


Enn 
is I lov'd when a child, I admire him now, 
and I pay him no compliment (worth can't 
be complimented) when I ſay he's the agree- 
ableſt and fineſt young gentleman our coun- 
try can boaſt of at preſent. Amiable Lady 
Betty * I hkeways eſteem much; and, to 
ſhow'that I am not wnacquainted with her 
merit, I think ſhe deſerves Mr. Mackenzie, 
which is to ſay a great deal. Your Lady- 
ſhip has been fo happy part of laſt, and be- 
ginning of this new-ſtiled year in their ſo- 
ciety, that I can only with you many, very 
many ſuch years of ſatisfaction, with every 
other joy your heart can further deſire. 

The town is mighty gay, I'm told; But 
I can give no account of its entertainments, 
going to none of them, ſave to one aſſembly 
ſeveral weeks ago, appointed to ſolemnize 
King George's birth-day ; I thought it my 
duty to appear on that occaſion to teſtify _. 
my regard and gratitude to my royal bene- 
factor, who is the only crowned head I ever 
was perſonally under any obligation to. 

The account your Ladyſhip gives of my 
dear young Mr. Stewart f, and his family, 
gives me great pleaſure. 1 have from all 


Lady Betty Mackenzie, daughter of the illuſ- 
trious John Duke of Argyll and Greenwich, and la ady 
of the Hon. James Stuart Mackenzie, Eſq; 

+ Mr. Stewart, ſon to the late Sir John Stewart by 
a former marriage, and now Sir John Stewart. 


hands 
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hands heard the beſt character of them, and 
of Bellachin his lady, and their whole fa- 
mily; and your Ladyſhip's good opinion 
of them, convinces me, that all 1 _ to 
their advantage is true. I ſaw Mr. 
ſeveral times ſix years ago, and I did think 
him a very fine and handſome youth; my 
little Archy 1s reckoned by ſeveral people to 
reſemble him much, which I take as a com- 
pliment to my little man. Mr. Stewart, 
whoſe affairs did not permit him to come 
to Scotland along with me, has the honour 
to be, I do aſſure my dear Lady Mary, her 
devoted humble ſervant, and her great ad- 
mirer, as well as a ſincere friend and ſer- 
vant to Sir Robert, 

Lady Grace Campbell's * late lying in, 
and my perplexed affairs, has prevented my 
waiting upon her Ladyſhip as yet; but I 
intend to do myſelf that honour ſoon. 

If I could expect to ſee my deareſt Lady 
Mary in Edinburgh while J remain here, it 
would give me inexpreſſible ſatisfaction; 
but it is a happineſs I dare not flatter my- 
felf with. My ſtay here is uncertain, hav- 
ing thoughts of going to the north of Eng- 
land; but before J leave theſe parts, I ſhall 


Lady Grace Campbell, ſiſter to the Earl of Bute, 
and lady of John Campbell, Eſq; judge in the court 
of ſeſſion, by the title of Lord Stonefield. 


certainly 
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certainly give your Ladyſhip notice. Adieu, 
my dear Madam. Favour me always with 
your friendſhip, which I deſerve, for this 
one reaſon, that I have the honour to be, 
with the moſt perfect eſteem and regard, 
your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient humble ſer- 
vant, and moſt affectionate couſin, 


JANE DouGLas STEWART. 


Hope-Park, near Edin. 
23d Jan. 1753- 


I offer my beſt compliments to Sir Robert 
Menzies; I beg your Ladyſhip will like- 
ways make them acceptable to Mr. Mac- 
kenzie and Lady Betty. Your old friend 
Mrs. Hewit 1s juſt as much your Ladyſhip's 
devoted ſervant as ever, and begs to be 
moſt kindly remembered to you, Madam, 
and her good friend Sir Robert. Likeways, 
ſhe begs - leave to offer her compliments to 
her charming favourite Mr. Mackenzie, 
whom ſhe loves moſt tenderly. 
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Lady IAN E DOUGLAS to the Dube of 
Dou GLAS. 


DE ar BROTHER, 
CAME down from London, on pur- 
Pole to wait upon, and pay my dutitul 
reſpects to you, which T- wrote, and ac- 


quainted your Grace of, on my firſt arrival 


in Edinburgh. I- was not honoured with 
any anſwer; notwithſtanding, I reſolved to 
make offer of a viſit to your Grace, but 
was detained, by various people induſtri- 
ouſly bringing it to my ears, that ſuch an 
attempt would incur your diſpleaſure, and 
give you a great deal of uneaſineſs. Upon 
which I, with much regret, laid aſide what 
above all things I with'd, and was ambi- 
tious to have performed; but now, that I 
am under a neceſſity to go into England, to 
ſeek out a cheap place to live in, I could not 
think of leaving this country, without mak- 
ing an effort to ſee you once before I die, 
to vindicate the cruel, falſe aſperſion that 
my enemies, wicked and deſigning people, 
have as unjuſtly, as cruelly ipoke againſt 
me, and which, I am informed, have reached 
your cars, and that your Grace gives cre- 

dit 


Gras) 

dit to them, the thoughts of which pierces 
my heart, and gives me inexpreſſible an- 
guiſh. What then muſt my ſorrow be, and 
what an additional torment do I now feel, 
when in your houſe, with my children, 
come to throw ourſelves at your feet, we 
are debarred acceſs to your preſence ! Recal 
that cruel ſentence, I beſeech you, if you 
don't intend to render me all my life mi- 
ſerable, and to ſhorten it too, which muſt 
be the caſe; for it is impoſſible to live any 
time with a load of ſuch exquiſite grief as 
mine is; all I beg is to be permitted to 
ſpeak but a few moments to your Grace, 
and if I don't, to your own conviction, 
clear up my injured 1nnocence, inflict what 
puniſhment you pleaſe upon me, I ſhall re- 
ceive it willingly, and ſhall think I deſerve 
your utmoſt rigour, if 1 cannot juſtify my- 
ſelf fully of all that is baſely and falſely laid 
to my charge. In hopes that your Grace 
will, with great goodneſs and humanity, 
allow this my petition to take place in your 
heart, and you wall call me back again, I 
ſhall remain this day, and the following 
night, in Douglas town. 

The children, poor babies, have never 
yet done any fault, may I not then plead 
for their being admitted and allowed to ſee 
you, and to kiſs your hands. The youngeſt, 
Sholto, is thought to reſemble you much 

hen 
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when you were a child; and Archie is 
thought by a great many to have the ho- 
nour too of reſembling you much when you 


became a man. 
I am, dear brother, 
Your ever affectionate ſiſter, 


Jang DovcLAas STEwART “. 


* This letter was written in conſequence of that 
> - ſcene deſcribed in Dox AN Do, A Spa- 
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From Dr. EccLEs* to Mr. STEWART. 


S + KL Edinburgh, Nov. 21, 1753- 


ITH very great grief and concern 
I take this opportunity to inform 


you, that Lady Jane Douglas Stewart died 


this day at noon, very much emaciated and 
decayed. She bore her ſickneſs with Chriſ- 
tian patience and reſignation, accompanied 


with that remarkable {ſweetneſs of temper, 


and affable behaviour, ſo natural to her. 

Your ſon is a very fine child, is thriving 
and healthy. I pray God may preſerve 
him. Poor Mrs. Hewit 1s very much di- 
ſtreſſed and grieved. God ſupport you un- 
der this heavy affliction. 


* Dr, Eceles, an ingenious phyſician at Edinburgh. 
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From Mr. CoLvILL* to Mr. STEWART. 


SIR, Edinburgh, 24 Nov. 1753. 


AM obliged to write you this melan- 
choly letter, with the deepeſt grief and 
concern 1maginable, for the death of that 
dear angel, Lady Jane, who departed this 
life the 22d inſtant, at twelve o'clock fore- 
noon. Poor Mrs. Hewit is in the greateſt 
affliction that can be; ſhe is neither capable 
of writing nor ſpeaking to any body, only 
begs of you, for dear Archy's ſake and 
her's, you'll take care of your own health 
and preſervation. She feels your diſtreſs in 
the moſt tender way ; but all the comfort 
ſhe can give you is, that while dear Lady 
Jane was alive, nothing was wanting that 
either gave her caſe or ſatisfaction; no body 
durſt venture to write you tlie ſituation the 
was in; ſhe abſolutely diſcharged it. There 
is an expreſs gone away to the Duke to ſee 
what he will do; however, whether he will 
do or not, cvery thing ſhall be done about 


her like herſelf. Mrs. Hewit has had cre- 


* Mr, Walter Colvill, baker in Edinburgh, and 
one of the macers of his court of Seffion, a ſenſible 
worthy man, and much attached to Pady Jane 
Douglas. 


dit 
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dit all along to ſupport her, and ſtill will 
for what is neceſſary; therefore, ſhe begs 
you'll let nothing of that trouble you; and 
when all 1s over, and ſhe gets herſelf com- 
poſed, ſhe will give you a full account. 
Poor woman, ſhe 1s left at preſent with a 
few ſhillings in her pocket; but her only 
lamentation and cry 1s for you. 

The poor dear child 1s at preſent very 
well, and ſhe has juſt given orders for his 
mournings. 


I am, &c. 
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LE TiT EE R EVIL 
From Mr. GusTARD to Mr. STEWART. 


SI R, Edinburgh, Nov. 24, 1753. 

Wou'd been ſorry to have been the firſt 

to give you the melancholy news of 

your worthy Lady's death. I know you 
have been prepared to hear it. 

You were amongſt the happieſt of men, 
to be matched with ſuch a one, not only for 
her quality but qualifications : ſhe excelled 
the moſt of her ſex. But as ſhe's gone and 
ſhines no more in this world, good reaſon 
we have to hope, ſhe has made a happy 
change, where all forrow and ſighing fly 
away. She bore her affliction with great 
patience and reſignation to the holy diſ- 
poſing will of God. She had her noble 
ſpirit till near her very laſt. 

Mrs. Hewit, a friend indeed, will, no 
doubt, give you a particular account af- 
terwards of her ſickneſs, and manner of 
dying. I pity you, Sir, and your child, 
under ſuch a lofs and ſhocking trial. But 
this is the doing of the Lord; therefore 
we ought to be dumb, not opening our 
mouth, becauſe He did it. God is righteous 
in all His doings, but we have finned and 
deſerve the worſt we can meet with. May 

| we 


G 
we be awakened to conſider our ways, and 
to turn to him that ſmiteth, and who alone 
can heal. Peace with God through Chriſt, 
is the beſt cordial under trouble, and at a 
dying hour, 


I am, &c. 
* 
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en 
Sir JoHN STEWART to Lady JANE 
 DovcLAas. 


DrAREST Lapy Jang, 


S I have had ſuch proofs of your diſ- 
intereſted and grand ſentiments, I 

hope now that hard (and I muſt think) un- 
_ deſerved fate, has done its worſt. I hope 
the ſame conſtancy of mind, with your 
chriſtian reſignation and philoſophy, wall 
ſupport your magnanimity in this trying 
ſtroke of all theſe virtues ſummed up: my 
deareſt lady, pleaſe remember it is no fault 
to be poor; I would chooſe to be honour- 
ably ſo, rather than purchaſe riches at the 
expence of it. This cloud will ſoon diſperſe, 
we have reaſon to hope, and will prove but 
a whet, to make us reliſh the more, better 
times when God pleaſes to fend them. I 
am intirely reſigned to his will, and can 
bear every croſs with patience, but being 
kept from the pleaſure and happineſs of be- 
ing with you; and even in that, I am ſup- 
ported by hopes that our ſeparation can be 
of no long continuance, which I have rea- 
ton to expect from many different views, 
any one of which will put an end to the 
only misfortune I regret, providing you are 


eaſy till that happy period. 9 
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LET I EK A 


Sir JOHN STEWART to Lady JANE 
Dou GLAS. 


My DearEsT LADY Jang, 


o 


Y OUR delicateſs this morning was 
well, and kindly meant, but, if I 
may ſay it, ſomewhat miſtaken ; for, dear 
Madam, as I could not but perceive nm un- 
common concern and grief, with an effort 
to conceal it, your refuſing to tell me the 
deplorable cauſe, made me imagine it pro- 
ceeded from ſomething ſtill more fatal (if 
any thing can be more ſo) than even the 
death of our eſtimable, and every way va- 
luable Lord Blantyre, in whom our coun- 
try ſuffers irreparably, in the moſt hopetul 
of our youth, endued with every good and 
ſhining quality, without the leaſt tincture 
of vice. But D. L. J. to what purpoſe your 
ſo exceſſive grief, that to your friends, and 
even to his, rather increaſes than diminiſhes 
the misfortune; ſhould it impair the health 
of one who had fo juſt a value for his uncom- 
mon merit? Beſides, Madam, you will give 
me leave to remind you, that it is upon 
ſuch extraordinary oecaſions you are to 

| practiſe 
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practiſe the _— reſignation due to Pro- 


vidence, which orders every thing for the 
beſt. As far as my poor view can ſee, he 
muſt die, or the world reform, for he was 
really unfit to live in ſuch an age as ours is; 
but I ſhall not pretend to moralize further 
(to one knows ſo much better what the 
loſs is, and how it ſhould be bore) than 
by this ſmall word of comfort, he has left 
no one ſuch behind him that I know of; 
this reflection ſhould comfort even his af- 
flicted mother, how much more eve 
other diſtant relation and friend; it does 
me, who never have felt near ſo much, 
but for poor dear Lord Crawfurd ; theſe 
two nonpareils are taken away, our beſt 
friends, and moſt valuable acquaintances, 
(hard ſtrokes!) But pleaſe remember good 
Providence raiſes new friends, and though 
the beſt are carried away, the droſs and 
dregs which remain flouriſhes but for a 
while, to do as much hurt, as the heaven- 
born geniuſes of theſe departed friends was 
diſpoſed to do good. 

They ſhall likeways have a period, and 
heighten the merit and character of the 
worthy, by the contraſt of their characters, 
to the immortal honour of the former. So, 
my deareſt Lady Jane, do not give way to 
unmoderate grief on this melancholy oc- 

caſion, 
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caſion, but muſter up philoſophy and re- 
ligion to your quiet and comfort, which, 
I afſure your Ladyſhip, is the endeavour 


of your adviſer and affectionate humble ſer- 
vant, 


Jo. STEWART. 


Menday, 12 at night. 
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Sir JOHN STEWART f Lady IAN E 
DoUuGLAS. 


My pzaresT ANGEL, 
N the hurry I was put in writing my 
laſt, or rather the poſtſcript to it, I had 
not time to make anſwer to any one thing 
contained in yours, which gave me much 
pleaſure, and at the ſame time, much pain; 
tor, my deareſt Lady Jane, at the ſame 
time you tell me the dear little men are re- 
covered of their cold, and are going every 
day to ſchool, I learn the diſtreſs you have 
been in. 

My diſappointments in not hearing from 
Lundie, though much depends on it, is no- 
thing, in compariſon with the anxious di- 
ſtreſs your precarious ſtate of health puts 
me in; ſo, tor heaven's ſake, let me have 
the cordial of knowing you are well, for 
every thing without that 1s nothing. 

I ſhall direct your letters for the future 
as you defire; and, if I had not been a 
blockhcad, might have underſtood it ſooner; 
but knowing that, your Ladyſhip ſhould 
have been more explicite. 

I know not what I ſhould have done for 


many months patt, but for my friend Cap- 
tain 
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tain Cockburn, who has ſupplied me every 
way, beſides eating regularly with him ; I 
hope I ſhall ſoon have it in my power to 
make ſome return, which 1s not an eaſy 
matter, to ſuch favours, conſidering every 
thing. I am ſurpriſed, that in ſpeaking of 
your indiſpoſition, and that of the dear 
boys, it did not lead you naturally to fay 
ſomething of our friend Dr. Clark; ſure he 
continues his allegiance to his Princeſs. I 
am glad to hear that Mr. and Mrs. Hep- 
burn are ſo well in looks, and fo forth. 
They will bring Balfour, who your Lady- 
ſhip will find a very entertaining oddity, 
droll flights very uncommon, and ſings very 
genteelly, when in the humour of it, which 
is but ſometimes. 

I left off till laſt night's poſt arrived, 
in great hopes of letters by it, no; well, 
Wedneſday may bring me out of my anxious 
fulpence4 I never think it can be longer 
deferred than the firſt poſt from my laſt diſ- 


appointment, 
I ever am, 
My dear Lady Jane, 
Your affeQionate humble ſervant, 


Jo. STEWART, 


T 


138 ) 


rr 


Sir JOHN STEWART to Lady IAN E 
DouGLAs. 


My DrARESH LADY Jane, 


OUR kind letter, of the 13th inſtant, - 

came not to hand till yeſterday, I 
know not by what accident; God be bleſſed 
it confirms your health's being better and 
better. Riding 1s certainly very proper, 
and indeed all exerciſe, ſo that it is not 
over fatiguing. I mult beg leave to remind 
my dear Lady Jane, now that her appetite 
and tone of ſtomach are recovered, to be 
careful not to eat up to what the ſtomach 
may crave, after ſo long abſtinence, and to 
make that up by eating two or three times 
a-day; for I am convinced, that your for- 
mer method of taking no breakfaſt or ſup- 
per, but letting ſubſiſtence intirely depend 
on dinner, was too fatiguing to your ſto- 
mach, and probably has been the occaſion 
of your late terrible diſtreſs. Excuſe this, 
D. L. J. You know I muſt play the phy- 
ſician ſometimes, even when leſs concerned 
than 1n this cafe, where all that 1s dear to 
me is at ſtake. When you let Doctor Clark 
and Doctor Dundas know how you uſed to 
faſt 


( 139 ) 
faſt and cat, I am more than convinced, 
they will join in opinion even with a 
quack; for they have too good ſenſe not to 
know, that one may reaſon juſtly in ſuch a 


caſe, though not regularly bred to phyſic. 
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UTE TITER EXIT 


Sir JohN STEWART f the Reverend 
Mr. GUsTARD®, 


REVEREND SIR, London, May 15, 1753. 


ADY Jane had the favour of your 
kin! and molt obliging letter yeſter- 
day, and returns thanks tor your pious and 
wholeſome advice under her preſ-n., diſtreſs; 
ſhe is as reſigned to the unerring will of 
Providence, as chriſtianity can make her, 
though nothing but time can bring us to 
think of our great loſs of ſo lively and pro- 
mailing a child, without a painful concern, 
which is inſeparable from the imperfection 
of nature. 

She hopes and expects your prayers for 
the preſervation of her only ſurviving com- 
fort, and would have wrote you herſelf, but 
for the painful diſtreſs of mind ſhe is un- 
der, which cannot but in ſome meaſure af- 
fect the health of one ſo delicate; however, 
I hope the ſpiritual ſoulagement ſhe finds 
from the holy ſcriptures, and proper care, 
the will "ry loon be well, 


* The Reverend Mr. Guſtard, a of the mini- 


ſters of Edinburgh, and father to the ingenious Dr. 
Guſtard at Bath. 
Lady 


5 

Lady Jane begs you'll make her compli- 
ments, with hearty thanks, to Lady Mary 
Hamilton for her kind concern, and taking 
the trouble of acquainting her brother the 
Duke, by expreſs, of the diſtreſs of his 
ſiſter, by this unexpeQted ſevere ſtroke: 
God knows ſhe had, poor Lady, enough to 
bear before, which ſhe did patiently. 

Lady Jane joins me in offering our com- 
pliments and beſt wiſhes to you and your 
family. I am, Sir, with eſteem, your much 
obliged, and moſt humble ſervant, 


Jo. STEWART. 


Mrs. Hewit offers her regardful compli- 
mens. 
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fr 
Sir JOHN STEWART to Lady SCHAW, 


Mapan, London, Jan. 1oth, 1754. 


Da letter I had laſt poſt, I find that 

the letter 1 did myſelf th: honour to 
write your Lziyihip, 22d of laſt month, 
has not come to hand; I think myſelf moſt 
unlucky by that accident, which muſt make 
me appear ungrateful in your opinion, 
which J muſt have been very much, had I 
neglected thankfully to acknowledge the 
great obligation your Ladyſhip has laid me 
under, by the regardful manner you have 
chooſed to prove your friendſhip to your 
dear deceaſed friend, Lady Jane Douglas 
Stewart. 

Madam, your generous friendſhip J have 
the moſt grateful ſenſe of, and ſhall fondly 
embrace all opportunities to ſhew with 
what high eſteem and conſideration I have 
the honour of being your Ladyſhip's much 
obliged and molt obedient humble ſervant, 


Jo. STEWART. 


P. S. On the cover I have ſent a copy of 
that of 22d December, which it feems has 
miſcarried. 


Cory 
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Cory mentioned in the above Poſtſcript. 


Maran, London, Dec. 22, 1753. 


HE kind concern and intereſt you 

have been pleaſed to take in the wel- 
fare of the dear infant who is now all that 
remains of your dear deceaſed friend Lady 
Jane Douglas Stewart, lays me under an 
obligation I want words to expreſs, though 
I have the juſteſt and moſt grateful ſenſe of 
it. The unnaturai indifference of dear Lady 
Jane's neareſt relations, as well as the ſame 
in my brother on this melancholy occaſion, 
(when my affairs happened to be in ſome 
diſorder) heightens the favour of your La- 
dyſhip's kind interpoſing very much. I 
hope my affairs will ſoon take a turn that 
will prevent the continuance of the expence 
your Ladyſhip is now at, and ſhall think it 
my greateſt happineſs to have an opportu- 
nity "of proving with what gratitude, high 
eſteem and regard, I am your Ladyſhip's 
much obliged and moſt obedient humble 
fervant. | 
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TE TIT ER IXY, 
Lady Sc HAW to Mr. STEWART: 


SIR; 

1 Received your letter of 10th January 
4 laſt ſome time ago, with the cover, and 
copy of the one you formerly wrote me, 
which I would have anſwered before this 
time, if I had not delayed it on purpoſe to 
fee how your child agreed with his new 
quarters: I can now aſſure yon, that not 
only I, but others who ſee him, think that 
he is improved both in growth and ſpirit ; 
for, as he is a very ſenſible child, he was 
extremely caſt down for the loſs of his dear 
mother. 

I cannot fay but I was extremely ſur- 
prized both with Lady Jane and your near 
relations neglecting a duty that I thought 
incumbent on them, in looking after the 
only remains of Lady Jane Douglas Stewart, 
who was intitled to a better fate in this 
world than it pleaſed God to give her; and 
that whatever diſobligations they judged 
they had received from her Ladyſhip, ſtill 
the child had no fault from them. 
lt was mere Providence that ſent me to 
this place of the country when my Lady 
left this world for a better one, which 


gave me the opportunity to hear of the 
deſtitute 
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deſtitute condition her poor infant was in» 
who I brought home, and 1s my intention 
to uſe him as my own child fo long as I 
live; but as I am old, that probably will 
not be many years. I with your affairs 
may be ſettled, ſo as to take care of your 
child at my death ; till then, neither I, 
nor none of mine, have any demands upon 
you, nor none of yours ; and I think my- 
ſelf happy to have it in my power to ſay, 
that it gives me the greateſt ſatisfaction to 
ſhow any part of the regard and honour 
had for the dear deceaſed. 

Another reaſon for delaying the anſwer 
of your letter was, that 1 keep the child 
cloſe for fear of the infection of the ſmall- 
pox, as many of the children of faſhion 
have been inoculated this year, all with ſuc- 
ceſs, as I did not chuſe to have Archy inocu- 
lated in the winter ſeaſon ; but if the ſpring 
were ſome farther advanced, I purpoſe to 
have him inoculated as my own children 
were, which I hope you have no objection 
againſt, as I am ſoon to remove to Edin- 
burgh, where it will be impoſſible to'keep 
him from the natural infection, which may 
prove fatal, as it did to one of my grand- 
children who was not inoculated. I am, 
Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 

MARGARET SCHAW. 
Edinburgh, Feb. 21, | 


1754+ 
U 
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LETTER  LIXY, 
Sir JOHN STEWART to Lady SCHAW, 


Mapan, 


1 Received the moſt obliging letter you 

honour'd me with of 21ſt inſt. by laſt 
poſt. The favours you have laid me under 
could not have been added to, ſo much as 
by the handſome manner they are done in; 
the concern you are pleas'd to expreſs for 
preventing my dear boy being in danger of 
infection from the natural ſmall-pox, is 
moſt obliging and kind. 

And, Madam, as you have been pleas'd 
to take the truble of my dear little Archy, 
I leav the means of his preſervation entirely 
to your Ladyſhip's kindnes and experience; 
ſo pleaſe order as to inoculation or not, as 
your unerring judgment ſhall direct, which 
I am ſure needs not be put in mind to take 
care, that the pok be favorable, and the 
perſon it is taken from, of a natural healthy 
conſtitution, 

I hope my affairs will ſoon take a more 
favorable turn, that I may be ſomewhat 
leſs ſenſibly hurt by the unnatural beha- 
viour of dear Lady Jane's relations as well 
es mine; they have much fo anſwer for, 


breaking the heart of the moſt meritorious 
Lady 
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Lady ever was borne ; and next neglectir g 
to take proper care of all ſhe has left ; for, 
as your Ladyſhip very juſtly obſerves, what- 
ever might be alledged Lady Jane had diſ- 
obliged in, ſurely the infant had never diſ- 
obliged. But, 

I beg to be allow'd to pay your Ladyſhip 
my reſpect in this way, whilſt at a diſtance, 
as I ſhall fondly embrace all occaſions to 
prove with what regard and high eſtime, I 
have the honnor of being, Madame, your 
much obliged, and moſt obedient humble 
ſervant, 


Jo. STEWART. 
London, February 28, 
1754. 


If I may be allowed to truble your Lady- 
ſhip to give my bleſſing to my dear little 
man; I beg it may have addition and ſanc- 
tion of yours, to the many other favores 
your Ladyſhip does his dear mother's me- 
mory. | 
If I may take the liberty, after what 1 
hav ſaid, to with, it is, that Dr. Dundas 
and Mr. Eccles may be at the conſultation, 
when and how dear little Archie is to be 
inoculated : not to put your Ladyſhip to 
expence, they will leav that till I fee them, 
But, Madame, allow me to remind your | 
Ladyſhip, they know more of the boy's 

U 2 con- 
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conſtitution, thane phiſitians, however able, 


who hav not had occaſion to know ſo much 
of his conſtitution, 


Pleas excuſe this naturall anxiety, Ma- 
dame, which, as a parent, you have felt. 
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LET TE Rr LIN. 
Sir JOHN STEWART to Lady SCHAw. 


Mapane, 


FTER being ſeemingly long out of 
my duty, pleas allow my offering 
your Ladyſhip the compliments of the ſea- 
ſon, with my beſt wiſhes and hearty thanks 
for the great and endleſs favores you con- 
tinue to lay me under, by the motherly 
care, truble, and expence, you're pleas'd to 
beſtow on my dear child, (your goodnes has 
as it were adopted.) My unwillingnes to 
truble your Ladyſhip with a repetition of 
bare and weak acknowledgments for fa- 
vores ſo great and uncommon, no words 
can expreſs, to ſome might have appeared 
like ingratitude, or want of a juſt fens of 
ſo indulgent goodnes; but, Madam, your 
generous and noble way of thinking, that I 
hav ſo much experience of, perſwads me, 
that your Ladyſhip puts a better and juſter 
conſtruction on my reſpectfull ſylence; and 
I beg, Madame, you will pleas be aſſured, 
that as I have the moſt gratefull ſens of 
your great goodnes and favores done me, I 
am, with great impatience, (to hav it in my 
power to offer ſomething of a returne) en- 
davoring to get ſome money, that I may at 
leaſt 

4 


| (1. 380: }- 
leaſt replace the expence, though the favore 
and manner of doing it never can be ſuffi- 
ciently acknowledged, much leſs repay'd. 
I. am, Madame, with the higheſt eſtime, 
your Ladyſhip's much obliged, and moſt 
obedient, humble ſervant, 


Jo. STEWART. 
Perth, January iſt, O. S. 


1756. 
/ 


If I might hope for the honnor of a few 
lines, letting me know your Ladyſhip 1s 
well, ſhould be glad to know wher, and 
with whom your tender care has boarded 
dear little Archy. 
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LET. KL R INE 


Sir JoHN STEWART to the Earl of 


'MoORTON. 


My Lord, 
EXT to my fon? s happineſs, in hav- 
ing the blood of Douglas in his veins, 
and the juſtice his uncle the Duke has been 
pleaſed to do him, I reckon it his greateſt 
good fortune, that his Grace has pointed 
out the Dutcheſs of Douglas,' his Grace of 
Queenſberry, your Lordſhip, and ſome 
other gentlemen of worth and knowledge 
to countenance and direct him, till he is of 
age to think and act for himſelf. I approve 
highly of this ſtep, and ſhall never inter- 
fere or attempt obſtructing a management 
ſo much abler to conduct him, than any 
weak efforts of mine. I never was ac- 
quainted with the modes of buſineſs. I am 
now far advanced in life, and have no fur- 
ther ambition than to end my days yith 
decency and decorum, and to do juſtice to 
mankind, which, I thank God, the eſtate 
of Grandtully will enable me to do, if cre- 
ditors will hearken to reaſon, and not har- 
raſs me in a way that cannot, ſerve them- 
ſelves; when I have the honour to ſee your 
Lordſhip, 
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Lordſhip, I will explain myſelf more fully; 
mean while, I am, with the greateſt re- 


ſpect, my Lord, your Lordſhip's moſt obe- 
dient and moſt humble ſervant, 


Jo. STEWART. 


Edinburgh, July 27th, 
1761. 
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— — — — 
THE 

DYING DECLARATIONS 
„ 7 


Lady Jane DoucLas. 


RS. ELIZABETH HEwIr, ſpouſe 
to Dr. Lachlan Maclean, late of 
Philadelphia, depoſes, That ſhe was often 
with Lady Jane about the time of her death, 
and that Lady Jane's fondneſs for the de- 
fendant (Archibald Douglas, Eſq;) continued 
to the laſt time the Deponent ſaw Lady 
Jane, which was a day or two before her 
death,” | 


Mrs. May MCRABBIE, Milliner in 
Edinburgh, depoſes, That ſhe (Lady Jane) 
ſtill inſiſted that the ſhock which ſhe had 
received by the death of Sholto, and other 
griefs that ſhe had met with, were ſo ſe- 
vere upon her, that ſhe was perfectly per- 
ſuaded ſhe would never recover, but con- 
ſidered herſelf as a dying woman, and one 
who was ſoon to appear in the preſence of 


4 
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Almighty God, and to whom ſhe + an- 
ſwer; ſhe declared that theſe children, Ar- 
chibald and Sholto, were born of her 
b ody.“ 


Dr. MARTIN EccLESs, Phyſician in 
Edinburgh, depoſes, That the Deponent 
was oft with Lady Jane during her laſt ill- 
neſs, until her death; that Lady Jane's 
fondneſs for the Defendant continued to 
the laſt; that ſhe expreſſed concern what 
ſhould come of him, after ſhe was gone.” 


Mrs. Helen HewiT depoſes, © That 
Lady Jane was attended in her ſickneſs at 
London by Mr. James Pringle Surgeon to 
the Guards, and when he left that place by 
Mr. Fordyce; that theſe gentlemen told the 
Deponent, that Lady Jane's diſeaſe was a 
broken heart; that Lady Jane returned to 
Scotland in Auguſt 1753; and died the 22d 
of November following; that, about four 

hours before ſhe died, ſhe ordered her fon 
Archibald, the claimant, to be brought to 


her, when ſhe laid her hand upon his head 


and ſaid, God bleſs you, my child; God 
* make you a good and an honeſt man, for 
& riches I deſpiſe. Take a ſword in your 
% hand, and you may one day be as great 
* a hero as ſome of your predeceſſors,” _ 
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THE 
DYING DECLARATION 


O F | 
Sir JOHN STEWART. 


Murthly, June 7th, 1764. 

AVING lately had ſome ſevere fits 

of the gout in my ſtomach, with my 
health in other reſpects much _— : 
theſe, with my great age, going ſeventy- 
ſix, make it appear incumbent on me to 
make the following declaration, as aſper- 
ſions have been thrown out by intereſted 
and moft malicious people, as to the birth 
of Lady Jane Douglas her children, in order 
to rob the ſurviving child, Archibald, of 
his birth-right, by making his parents, 
Lady Jane and me, appear infamous, to 
make him illegitimate. 

I Sir John Stewart of Grantully do ſo- 
lemnly declare, before God, that * fore- 
mentioned Lady Jane Douglas, my lawful 
ſpouſe, did, in the year 1748, bring to the 
world my two ſons, Archibald and Sholto, 
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and I firmly believe the children wer 
mine, as I am ſure they were hers.—Of the 
two ſons, Archibald 1s the only in life 
now.—I make this declaration as ſtepping 
into eternity, before the witneſſes after- 
mentioned, James Biſſet miniſter of the 
goſpel at Caputh, and James Hill miniſter 
at Gurdie, John Stewart of Dalgoos, Eſq 
Juſtice of peace, Joſeph Anderſon tenant in 
Slogen-hole, 


(Signed thus) Jo. STEWART. 
James BISs ET, Witneſs, 


AMEs HILI, ach, — 
os. ANDERSON, Witneſs. 
o. STEWART, Witneſs, 


N. B. Sir John Stewart died a few days 
after ſigning the above declaration. 


T H E 
DYING DECLARATION 


O F 


Mrs. HELEN HEw1T. 


RS. Helen Hewit was firſt an at- 
tendant upon the late Lady Mar- 
chioneſs of Douglas, a Lady of diſtinguiſhed 
piety. She was afterwards the faithful at- 
tendant of Lady Jane Douglas. The late 
Reverend Mr. William Harper, a clergy- 
man of the Epiſcopal communion at Edin- 
burgh, and a man whoſe memory is much 
reſpected, was well acquainted with Mrs. 
Hewit, and depoſes, © That he does verily 
believe Mrs. Hewit to be a woman of truth 
and veracity, and a ſincere conſcientious 
woman, ſo far as he could obſerve.“ 

Mrs, Hewit folemnly ſwore, in preſence 
of a jury, © That upon the 10th of July, 
Lady Jane was delivered at Paris of two ſons, 
and that the Deponent was preſent at their 
birth, and received them both into her lap, 


when they came into the world; that the 
7 eldeſt, 


„ 
eldeſt, whoſe name is Archibald, and is the 
preſent claimant, was a ſtrong healthy 
child.” 

Being very old and infirm, Mrs. Hewit 
was long 1n a dying ſtate. Finding ſhe had 
made a trifling miſtake in her depoſition, 
ſo ſcrupulous was ſhe, that ſhe wrote to the 
Rev. Mr. Harper upon the ſubject. Her 
letter concludes with theſe ſerious and ſtrik- 
ing words; I hope you, Sir, can eaſe 
my mind, as all I declared on my exami- 
nation 1s true, but that miſtake of the day 
of leaving La Brun's houſe, which I thought 
true when I ſaid it. And this I declare to 
you, Sir, was I to ſtep into eternity this 
moment. HELEN HEwiT.” 

Mrs. Hewit lingered a little longer upon 
the brink of eternity than was expected. 
She perſiſted to her laſt hour in affirming 
the truth of what ſhe had ſworn, as ſhe was 
to appear before an Almighty Judge. 


— 


A COOL AND CANDID 


IN V 


How far ſuch DecLar AT1IONS ſhould 
weigh with the rational Part of 
Mankind. 


T remains candidly to inquire what 
weight theſe Declarations ſhould have 
with the rational part of mankind. I own 
they have very great weight with me. The 
near proſpect of death is ſo awful to human 
nature, that not one in a thouſand, can view 
it without ſhrinking ; and innumerable in- 
ſtances may be brought of people, who, for 
a courſe of years, have bid defiance to the 
ſtings of conſcience, and yet have bowed 
down 1n penitence at the approach of the 
king of terrors. We have been told that 
criminals who were undoubtedly guilty 
have yet gone to death proteſting their 1n- 
nocence. Such inſtances have ſeldom oc- 
curred, But a compariſon between aban= 
doned criminals and the perſons whoſe dy- 
ing declarations we are now conſidering, as 
at 
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at firſt view it muſt appear highly injurious, 
ſo when examined it will be found altoge- 
ther unfair. Criminals go to death with 
health and firmneſs of conſtitution ; Sir 
John, Lady Jane, and Mrs. Hewit, were 
enfeebled with age, and brought low by 
lingering illneſs. Criminals are hardened 
by a long courſe of wickedneſs, and, to uſe 
the ſtrong language of ſcripture, have their 
conſciences ſeared with a hot iron. Let the 
letters of Sir John and Lady Jane, and the 
oaths of the many great and worthy perſons 
by whom they were regarded, be fairly 
conſidered, and then let the keeneſt partiſan 
of a cruel party call them criminals if he 
can do ſo without any inward check. Mrs. 
Hewit's good character 1s proved by the 
oath of the late Mr. Harper, a clergyman 
of ſingular piety and ſolid underſtanding. 
Neither of the three were ever before ac- 
cuſed, or even ſuſpected, of any crime. The 
heavy charge now brought againſt them in 
a volume of circumſtantial and mof? ſaſpi- 
cious evidence, has been poſitively cohtra- 
dicted by all of them when ſtepping into 
eternity. Let us lay our hands upon our 
hearts, and judge as we would with to b 


judged. 
FINIS. 


